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A Gallery
Expands

Gail Albert, of the A

Gallery, has recently

expanded her collection to

include arts and gifts for the

creative at heart. The inven-

tory will include work by

local artist as well as region-

al and national products.

She will have artistic greet-

ing cards, affordable office

gifts, fine crafts, stained

glass, baby gifts, children’s

art activities and supplies,

and botanicals. ■

The Historic Hattiesburg Downtown
Association is a member of the

Mississippi Main Street Association

Downtown Street Party

On Saturday March 2, 2002,
the Hattiesburg Downtown

Gallery Association hosted a fun-
filled Street Party Art Walk.  The
Walk, a family affair, featured sev-
eral activities for children and
adults alike.  Galleries exhibited
artwork by prestigious local and
national artists.  Downtown restau-
rants kept their doors open late to
provide the community with the
opportunity to taste Downtown
and shops stayed open for busi-
ness. Visitors began arriving
around 4 p.m. and remained until the doors
closed at 8 p.m.  A portion of Main Street
was blocked off to automobiles to create
pedestrian-friendly environment.   

The Downtown galleries always pro-
vide visitors with a variety of styles and
mediums to enjoy and this Walk was no
exception. The Hattiesburg Arts Council
featured a Father & Son Emerging Artist
Exhibit by Joe & Spence Townsend.  RX
Gallery had the work of 2 artists from
New Mexico, Watercolors by Diana
Pardue and the photography of Sam
Adams.  A Gallery featured a unique
exhibit by Elisa Masom Ledlow, 1999
recipient of the Governor’s Award for
Excellence in the Arts.  Elisa demonstrated Ukranian Egg Painting.
The eggs will be available at the A Gallery for the Easter season.  D’s Downtown restau-
rant remained open during the walk and featured the paintings of Donna Woods and
Theresa Marchiafava.

There were several activities for children at the Street Party including a sidewalk
chalk drawing competition and nature printmaking by the Interaction Factory. The 

(continued on page 2)

Inky the Clown entertained children as well as adults at the Art
Walk and Street Party.

Joe Townsend discusses one of his paintings with
Patty Hall, Director of the Arts Council. Joe and his
son Spence were featured at Gene Fair’s Law Office
at the Art Walk.

Contributing Writer
Holly Buckner, USM Intern
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This year Sales & Marketing Executives International-
Hattiesburg (SMEI) presented the first annual

“Company of the Year” award to the Historic
Hattiesburg Downtown Association (HHDA). This
award is presented to the company or organization that
put into action an outstanding sales and marketing inno-
vation or program that enriched and had significant
impact on the community. SMEI, the voice of free enter-
prise worldwide, works hand-in-hand with businesses of all
sizes to help keep global, national, and local economies
strong.

As the award was presented, the commentator read
the words of Rick Taylor, Director of Hattiesburg Lake
Terrace Convention Center and nominator of HHDA.
“The Historic Hattiesburg Downtown Association is more
than a company, it is the combined will, efforts and vision
of a motivated group of volunteers committed to the
preservation and restoration of the foundational core of
our community.  Unlike a company, in the traditional

sense, HHDA relies upon investment of time, energy and
support of a broad group of supporters to achieve its
objectives.  In just over two short years, the Historic
Hattiesburg
Downtown
Association has
leaped to the
forefront in pro-
moting and
encouraging the
dynamic growth
of the historic
Downtown
area.” ■

Historic Hattiesburg Downtown Association “2001 Company of the Year
Award” presented by Steve Floyd (left), President of Sales and Marketing
Executives International-Hattiesburg to Tom Eaves, 2001 President and
Bernice Linton, Executive Director of Historic Hattiesburg Downtown
Association.

HHDA wins SEMI Company of the Year

Street Party…
(continued from page 1)

sidewalk chalk competition allowed
children to express their creativity by
drawing in the Head Start parking
lot.  There were two age groups, 6
and under and 7 to 12.  A Gallery
provided prizes for the winners. The
winners of the sidewalk chalk draw-
ing contest were Sean Hatten and
Julian Benson.  The young and
young at heart enjoyed a clown bal-
loon artist and caricatures.   

The Historic Hattiesburg
Downtown Association sold Street
Party 2002 T-shirts and popcorn from
an old time popcorn maker.  Raffle
tickets for the original Street Party Art
were sold for a dollar.  Wes Rouse, of
BancorpSouth, was the lucky winner.
The Street Party Art was created by
Lee McKee and is a vivid description
of a Downtown streetscape. 

The restaurants and shops
enjoyed visitors during the Street
Party. Wanda Stinson of D’s

Downtown
restaurant said, “It was wonderful to
see people on the streets enjoying
everything Downtown has to offer.
We served over 80 people!”  

Betty McKenzie at McKenzie’s
on Main said, “It was fantastic!  A
terrific boost to the business.  We
were very pleased with the turnout.”

The Walk was followed by The
Sounds of Richard Rodgers, a per-
formance at the Saenger Theatre by
the University of Southern
Mississippi and William Carey
College. ■

Julian Benson, age 11 was the winner of theSidewalk Chalk Drawing Contest in the 7-12years of age category.  Sean Hatten, 4Years of age won in the 6 and under category.  AGallery provided prizes for each winner.

206 Front St.
Restaurant

Joe White, co-owner of the
new restaurant 206 Front,
gave a brief update on the

progress of the building.  He
said, “ We are making progress
and are happy with the direction
we have chosen. Recently, we
have made some modest design
changes upgrading the elevator
to fully automatic and making the
decision to put bathrooms on
both lev-
els.” Joe
says they
are opti-
mistic
about a
June
opening.
■
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Business Start-Up
Checklist

In an effort to aid new business development in

Hattiesburg, the Historic Hattiesburg Downtown

Association has put together a Business Start-Up

Checklist.  The checklist contains information on taxes

and on federal, state, and local requirements for starting

a business in the area. It also includes sections on incen-

tives and business start-up aids. 

William B. Sisson, Executive Director of the Center

of Community and Economic Development at USM,

helped guide the list while Holly Buckner researched and

compiled it. The HHDA wanted to offer potential business

developers a one-stop shop for information that often

takes a lot of foot work to obtain. We hope that this

checklist will be a helpful tool to local entrepreneurs and

will eliminate some of the frustration that accompanies

new business ventures. 

For a copy of the checklist please contact the Historic

Hattiesburg Downtown Association office at 583-4329 or

email at blinton@forrestgeneral.com. ■

Design Committee
Met at Bonz 
The Design Committee met at Bonz Restaurant on Mobile Street
as guest of Sam Wilson, property owner.  The committee enjoyed
the “best ribs I have ever eaten” to quote the members.  The
committee is exploring ways to bring attention to the Mobile
Street area for future revitalization. 

Walnut Square – 
The First Phase
Kelly Thornton

Without a doubt, Walnut Street in Downtown

Hattiesburg has experienced a new and exciting

look. The owners of Hattiesburg Medical Park

Management Corporation (HMP), located at 100 West

Pine, carefully planned Walnut Square in an effort to

enhance Downtown Hattiesburg.

In mid-January, HMP Nursing Services, Marketing, and

Human Resources joined Uni-Care RX in occupying Walnut

Square, located at 124 Walnut Street. Offering uniqueness

and convenience, Walnut Square Pharmacy is currently

under construction and should be completed in two

months.  This multi-facet retail space will house an old

time pharmacy and ice cream parlor, as well as a gift and

uniform shop.

The development on Walnut Street will not end with

Walnut Square.  Within weeks a noticeable change will

take place across the street as work begins in the devel-

opment of Walnut Circle. ■

Rare Design Holds
Open House

Rare Design held an open house March 2, 2002 (night of Downtown
Gallery Walk).  The studio is located at 627 North Main Street.

FAM Tour at Saenger
Hattiesburg
Convention
Visitors’
Bureau and
the Historic
Hattiesburg
Downtown
Association
hosted a Bank
Travel FAM
Tour at the
Saenger
Theatre on
February 26,
2002.  The
Roaring Twenties was the theme.  Music by Scott Farris and Brenda
Parker set the tone for the evening.  John and Brenda Parker were the
spirit of Mr. and Mrs. Hardy and welcomed the group to Hattiesburg. 



D’s Downtown Has Ribbon
Cutting

On February 7th, 
the Historic

Hattiesburg Downtown
Association helped cele-
brate the opening of D’s
Downtown restaurant with an official ribbon cutting ceremony. Located on 103
E. Front Street, the new restaurant is opened for lunch Monday through Friday.
D’s is owned and operated by Damian Marchiafava and Wanda Stinson, and
specializes in homemade pastries and deserts, which were on hand for sam-
pling at the ceremony. Dwight Dyess, Historic Hattiesburg Downtown
Association President presented the “Key to a Better Downtown.”  Dwight and
Mayor Johnny DuPree congratulated Damian. ■

Business After Hours

On Thursday February 28,
2002, the Area

Development Partnership and
the Historic Hattiesburg
Downtown Association hosted a
Business After Hours.  The event
showcased eighteen Downtown
businesses.  It was held at the
Hattiesburg Cultural Center and
was catered by The
Crawford House.

The Thirsty Hippo
provided beer and The
Coffee Break provided
coffee. ■

Beautiful food display by The
Crawford House for the

Business After Hours.

A Gallery display at the Business After Hours.

DJ Shuttle &
Tour Service,
Inc.

DJ Shuttle & Tour Service
now offers in-town taxi serv-

ice.  They are also offering servic-
es to the Hattiesburg-Laurel
Regional airport as well as to the
Meridian, Jackson, New Orleans,
and Mobile airports. DJ Shuttle
Service is providing these new
services to better serve the
Hattiesburg community.  For more
information on the many services
available at DJ’s, call John
Williams at 544-7539 or stop by
for a visit at 101 Hardy Street. ■

Welcome 
New Board
Members

The Historic
Hattiesburg

Downtown
Association would
like to welcome three
new 2002 board
members: Mike
McElroy – with the
Hattiesburg Medical
Park Management
Walnut Square
Development; Frank
Montague – attorney
with Montague
Pittman and Varnado
located at 525 Main
Street; and Joe
White – owner of the
new 206 Front restau-
rant.  We thank them
for making Downtown
a priority. ■

Joe White

Michael McElory

Frank Montague

Egg Painting
Demonstrated
Elisa Ledlow demonstrates authentic Ukranian Pysanky 
Egg painting at A Gallery for Jan and Sydney Howard.  
The eggs are available at the Gallery year round.  
Custom symbols and colors may be special ordered in 
time for Easter.
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Membership Support Drive

It is the time of year for the Historic Hattiesburg Downtown Association’s
Membership drive.  The Association is made up of volunteers including

residents, professionals, and officials.  The HHDA acts as a full partner
with the City of
Hattiesburg, Forrest
County Government
and the Area
Development
Partnership.  Our pur-
pose is to create an
atmosphere within the
Downtown Business
District that is consis-
tent with the preserva-
tion of its historical
character, while at the
same time stimulating
diversified economic
growth.  

Downtown is our
community’s crossroad,
a place in our hearts
and minds that evoke
strong emotions and
helps define our identi-
ty.  Partnerships are one
way to help restore
Downtown Hattiesburg.
Both public and private
sectors have a vital
interest in Downtown.  A
true partnership means
that all stakeholders are
contributing time,
money and expertise.  

We invite you to
support the Historic
Hattiesburg Downtown
Association by complet-
ing the form at right.
Your support will aid in
the rejuvenation and
marketing of this vital
historic part of our 
city. ■

Levels of Membership 
Support
We invite you to support the Historic Hattiesburg
Downtown Association by completing the form
below. Your support will aid in the rejuvenation and
marketing of this vital historic part of our city.

Name ________________________________________

Company _____________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City __________________________________________

State_________________________ Zip_____________

Telephone ____________________________________

Fax___________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________

Levels of Membership Support
(check one)
� Hub..................................................$2,500 - above
� Platinum Spoke..............................$1,000 - $2,499
� Gold Spoke ..........................................$500 - $999
� Silver Spoke..........................................$100 - $499
� Bronze Spoke ...........................................$50 - $99
� General Contribution of ................$____________

I would like to volunteer to help support the
Historic Hattiesburg Downtown Association, and
serve in the following capacity:
� Special Events                    
� Design Committee
� Promotion Committee
� Economic Restructuring Committee
� Board Position

� Yes, I would like more information on business
opportunities in Downtown Hattiesburg.

Make checks payable and return to:
Historic Hattiesburg Downtown Association
P.O. Box 150
Hattiesburg, MS 39403-0150

Arts
Calendar 
of Events
Brochure – 
Available

The new Arts Calendar of
Events brochure is now avail-

able.  The brochure is a joint ven-
ture of the Hattiesburg
Convention and Visitors
Bureau, the Hattiesburg Arts
Council, and the Historic
Hattiesburg Downtown
Association. 

The calendar is an attempt to
create an awareness of the vari-
ety of arts entertainment
Hattiesburg has to offer.  The
community should be aware that
many of the art events in the area
are held Downtown.  With the
recent renovation of the Saenger
Theatre and the Cultural Center,
Hattiesburg is showing its dedi-
cation to Downtown venues that
lend themselves to art and enter-
tainment activities.  

This is the second publica-
tion of the calendar, which will
cover six months of events, con-
certs, theatre productions, festi-
vals, and gallery walks.  A new
addition to the brochure is the
list of museums and galleries in
Hattiesburg open to the public. 

The calendars are available
at the Cultural Center Downtown,
as well as at a number of places
throughout the city.  If you would
like one mailed to you, please
contact the Historic Hattiesburg
Downtown Association at 
583-4329. ■✁
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If you have questions about 
available property or office space
contact Bernice Linton. She will be 
a “clearing house” for Downtown

space you may have to rent, 
purchase or lease.  Send information

about size, location and contact
person to the address at right. 

If you wish to become a Member
Level of Supporter of the Historic

Hattiesburg Downtown Association
please contact Bernice Linton 

at the address at right. 
Be a partner in the revitalization 

of Downtown Hattiesburg.

The Historic Hattiesburg Downtown
Association (HHDA) conducts

monthly meetings, held the last
Thursday, that are open to the 

public. All Downtown supporters
are encouraged to attend the

monthly meetings where they can
learn more about the active network

of the HHDA committees. 
7:30 a.m.

Hattiesburg Cultural Center
723 Main Street

The HHDA publishes many newsletters
throughout the year. Items submitted

for the newsletter are welcomed.

PROPERTY

MEMBER/SUPPORTER

NEWSLETTER

MONTHLY MEETINGS

HHDA Contact Information

HISTORIC HATTIESBURG 
DOWNTOWN
ASSOCIATION 

■

Bernice Linton,
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 150
Hattiesburg, MS 39403-0150

■

Phone: 583-4329
Fax: 583-1436 

■

E-mail:
blinton@forrestgeneral.com

Website:
www.downtownhattiesburg.com


