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Rebuild Connecticut Announces a “Rolling”

Solicitation
Beginning in the month of September 2002, the Office of Policy and Management is revising its Competitive Oil and Dual Fuel Heating Efficiency Program to a “rolling” solicitation.  Instead of having announced solicitations, we will accept applications to the program at any time.

The program will provide a maximum of 50%, up to $30,000, to help you make efficiency upgrades to your existing oil or existing dual-fueled heating system.  (Conversions from electric to oil or from one fuel to dual fuel capability are ineligible under this program.)

At the end of each month, applications received during that month will be evaluated and ranked.  If the project meets minimum criteria, it will be funded (conditional on available funds).

The program is open to any existing Connecticut Rebuild America community partnership.  Communities that are not yet Rebuild America partnerships can become so by completing the “Rebuild America Partnership Agreement” which can be downloaded from the website www.rebuild.org and mailing it to John Ruckes at the address included in the box on the reverse of this newsletter.

For information and an application, contact John Ruckes at (860) 418-6384.
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  Road Show for Building Officials on Distributed Generation
Instead of power being delivered to a building through the vast network of wires that crisscross the state, distributed generation (DG) produces energy at the building site.  Fuel cells, micro-turbines, and photovoltaic arrays are examples of on-site DG systems, and are likely to become more common in the near future.  This will bring new challenges to building officials as they become familiar with the new technologies.

The Department of Energy and several local organizations are co-hosting a one-day road-show on distributed generation, specifically oriented toward municipal building code officials and fire marshals.  The sessions are designed to train building code officials, fire marshals, and utility interconnection engineers on the installation, interconnection, and operation of these increasingly common energy technologies.  

The program will take place on October 11th at the Agricultural Experiment Station auditorium in New Haven.  If your community has been considering distributed generation options, make sure your building official(s) and fire marshal(s) know of this free educational opportunity.  The program qualifies for 6 ½ continuing education contact hours for technical and professional development of code professionals.

For further information, you may contact John Ruckes at (860) 418-6384 or Dan Strout at the U. S. Department of Energy, (617) 565-9707.   
[image: image4.png]




[image: image5.png]


  Design Guidelines for High Performance Schools 
School buildings are more than just shells for classrooms—they shape children’s attitudes toward learning, make statements to and about their communities, and consume large portions of annual school budgets. They can promote good education or inhibit it. 

The Department of Energy, as part of Rebuild America’s Energy Smart Schools Campaign, has released Energy Design Guidelines for High Performance Schools.  The design guides present a variety of recommended design elements to ensure that a school is built with performance in mind.  It provides step-by-step guidance for getting the most from school buildings through energy-efficient design, renovation, and operations and maintenance.  Elements of the guide include a wide range of considerations.  In addition to building energy efficiency measures, the guides also address site selection, transportation, water conservation, recycling, and using “green” building materials.  

The guides can be downloaded from the Rebuild America web site, www.rebuild.org .  Print copies can be obtained by either contacting the Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Clearinghouse at 1-800-363-3732, or by calling John Ruckes at (860) 418-6384. 
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  Energy Star Benchmarking Tool Available On-Line
Have you ever wondered how your building compares in energy use with other, similar buildings?  The Environmental Protection Agency’s benchmarking tool, called Portfolio Manager, makes answering that question easy.  After inputting energy consumption information about your facility, the Portfolio Manager “scores” your building against other similar buildings and assigns a score to the building.  If your building falls in the top quarter of all buildings (receiving a score of 75 or more), Portfolio Manager provides a step-by-step approach to gain recognition by applying for the Energy Star label for your building.  Portfolio Manager helps organizations and businesses continually track and compare energy use- a critical component to successful energy management.

Currently, the EPA software tool tracks and compares the following types of buildings:

· Office Buildings

· K-12 Schools

· Hotels

· Hospitals

· Grocery Stores

In the near future, the capability of the tool will be expanded to benchmark and track energy use in convenience stores, warehouses, and healthcare facilities.  

To learn more about Portfolio Manager, visit the Energy Star website at www.energystar.gov . 
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Rebuild America is a program that consists of people working as partners on a local level to renovate buildings for improved performance.  Rebuild America partnerships help make communities stronger by stimulating economic growth, creating jobs, saving money, and improving environmental quality while saving energy.

Rebuild Connecticut Partnership Initiatives is designed to inform partners about energy issues and opportunities, and to share successes of partner activities.

Contributions for future editions can be sent to:  John Ruckes, OPM/Energy, 450 Capitol Avenue, MS# 52ENR, Hartford CT  06106-1308; by fax (860) 418-6495; or by e-mail: john.ruckes@po.state.ct.us 
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