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The U. S. Department of Energy’s Boston Regional 
Office is holding a regional conference to help local 
REBUILD AMERICA partnerships develop and expand.  
This conference is your opportunity to find out what 
other REBUILD communities are doing, to discover 
new approaches to problem-solving, and to learn 
about resources that are available to you. 
 
The conference focuses on local partnerships and is 
interactively designed to help you discover creative 
solutions to specific, common challenges that your 
partnership faces.  It will address up-and-coming 
issues in the marketplace relating to the restructuring 
of the electric utility industry.  And it will plug you in 
to some technical and financial resources that can 
help you launch and sustain your REBUILD AMERICA 
projects. 
 
Here is an overview of the conference: 
• Peer Exchange- These sessions have proven to 

be highly successful for REBUILD AMERICA 
partnerships throughout the country. Partnerships 
will present difficult issues that they are facing.  
Then conference participants will work together 
to develop multiple solutions to each 
partnership’s dilemma.  These sessions encourage 
“outside of the box” thinking and result in 
creative ideas being developed and exchanged. 

• Restructuring Issues- Restructuring is a reality 
in Connecticut.  You will learn about the 
aggregation of customers from folks who have 
experience.  You will also have the opportunity to 
make inquiries about funding available to you 
through the energy conservation charges at a 
Connecticut roundtable discussion.  Officials 

from the Connecticut Department of Public 
Utility Control, Connecticut Light and Power, and 
United Illuminating Company will be available to 
answer your questions. 

• Resource Discussion- This session will be an 
overview of some of the lesser-known resources 
available to you (as well as some that you may be 
familiar with).  Discussions will include REBUILD 

AMERICA Business Partners, Energy Efficiency 
Procurement opportunities, and Federal 
Emergency Management Agency resources. 

• Action Planning- Often, the most difficult part 
of REBUILD AMERICA is getting your partnership 
off the ground.  This session will address the 
development of your partnership and the writing 
of your action plan.  You will leave this session 
with the basic framework of your Action Plan in 
hand.   

 
The Conference will take place in Providence, Rhode Island at 
the Biltmore Hotel,  April 17th –19th.  Registration materials 
have been sent to you.  If you haven’t received them, or if you 
misplaced them, you can call Greg Davoren at (617) 565-
9706, or John Ruckes at (860) 418-6384 for additional 
information.   

 
 

 U p c o m i n g  
W o r k s h o p  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
 

 

Operations and Maintenance Management- April 
25th –26th, Boston Massachusetts. 
 
The normal registration fee of $195 is being waived for 
this two-day session sponsored by the U. S. 
Department of Energy’s Federal Energy Management 
Program in cooperation with Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory.  The workshop is designed 
specifically for facility management professionals and 
operation & maintenance (O&M) practitioners.  The 
sessions will provide an overview of O&M 



management, practices and technologies, and provide 
information and guidance for developing an effective 
O&M program at your facilities.  A good O&M 
program will help reduce energy costs, improve 
maintenance, increase reliability, and enhance safety. 
 
The attendance at this workshop is limited to about 30 people.  
If you are wish to register, contact Nicole Roy at (509) 372-
4368 or at  femp.train@pnl.gov .  Or, if you would like 
more information, contact John Ruckes at (860) 418-6384. 
 
Pumping Systems Field Monitoring and 
Application of the Pumping System Assessment 
Tool- May 1st, Westbrook, Connecticut. 
 
This workshop is sponsored by the United States 
Department of Energy and co-sponsored by BJM 
pumps of Old Saybrook, Northeast Utilities and the 
REBUILD AMERICA Program of the State of 
Connecticut’s Office of Policy and Management.  The 
workshop will address characteristics of different 
pumping systems.  It will focus on pumping system 
field measurements to develop efficiency performance 
curves.  In addition, the Pumping System Assessment 
Tool (PSAT) will be demonstrated.  Attendees will 
receive a copy of the PSAT software and a course 
workbook. 
 
The advanced registration fee for this workshop is $60.  After 
April 20th, the fee is $95.  For additional information, you 
may contact Howard Penrose at (860) 399-5901.    
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You may have heard or read about the Department of 
Energy’s EnergySmart Schools initiative, but you may 
not have realized that EnergySmart Schools is a 
campaign of REBUILD AMERICA.  REBUILD 
recognizes the importance of schools in the 
community and has made the school sector one of its 
focal points.  Typically, schools represent the vast 
majority of public building square footage in 
municipalities.  In recent years, community trends 
have resulted in increased energy consumption at the 
schools.  These trends include increasing student 
enrollment, greater computer use, expanding school 
hours and using the school buildings for community 
activities when classes are not in session. 

While the EnergySmart Schools campaign is designed 
to address energy efficiency issues and to help 
motivate schools to use energy wisely  (in both the 
school building and school vehicles), these are not the 
only goals of the initiative.  Other goals include:  
 
A better educational environment for children- A 
school where inferior temperature control results in 
classrooms that are too hot or too cold, or where 
rooms are poorly lit does not bode well for student 
learning.  Nor does excessive noise from heating 
equipment or from outside the building.  Correcting 
building deficiencies through energy efficiency can 
eliminate these problems and provides an enhanced 
learning environment for students. 
 
More money for teaching and learning- Energy is 
a major budget item for many schools.  Often, energy 
costs are the second largest budget item behind 
teaching and support staff salaries.  The Department 
of Energy estimates that schools can typically cut 
their energy consumption by 25% through better 
design and energy management.  Fewer dollars spent 
on energy means more dollars can be spent on 
helping children learn. 
 
Increasing the understanding of energy issues- 
The local school is an ideal vehicle for energy 
awareness.  The campaign seeks to expose children to 
the value of energy efficiency and renewable energy, 
through curriculum materials and activities that relate 
to environment, science, and mathematics.  Among 
other things, this could encompass specific science 
projects or hands-on participation in providing energy 
audits of the school building.  To this end, 
EnergySmart Schools can help teachers and students 
locate resources for teaching and learning. 
 
Help tomorrow’s leaders to be smart about energy.  Visit the 
EnergySmart Schools web site at 
www.eren.doe.gov/energysmartschools/   
 
 

REBUILD AMERICA  is a program which consists of people working as 
partners on a local level to renovate buildings for improved energy 
efficiency.  REBUILD AMERICA partnerships help make communities 
stronger by stimulating economic growth, creating jobs, saving 
money, and improving environmental quality while saving energy. 
 

Rebuild Connecticut Partnership Initiatives is designed to inform 
partners about energy opportunities and to share successes of partner 
activities.  Contributions can be sent to:  John Ruckes, OPM/Energy, 
450 Capitol Avenue, MS# 52ENR, Hartford CT  06106-1308; by fax 
(860) 418-6495; or by e-mail: john.ruckes@po.state.ct.us  
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