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Tivoli joins energy-smart partnership

By Rasheed Oluwa
Poughkeepsie Journal

TIVOLI -- The Village of Tivoli hopes a new partnership will help it meet its goals of clean, efficient energy use in the coming years. 

The village recently entered a partnership with Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities, an offshoot of the New York State Energy Research and Development Community. 

The state program is designed to support public benefit programs in an effort to foster the transition to a more competitive electricity market. 

''What we do is make ourselves available to these communities, have public meetings and make homeowners more knowledgeable about the homeowner audits, loans and grants that are available to upgrade their heating, lighting and air conditioning systems,'' coordinator of Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities Patrice Courtney said. 

Tivoli Mayor Marc Molinaro said the partnership was one of several steps the village has taken to improve its energy usage. Last year, the village entered into an agreement to purchase about 50 percent of its municipal energy use from Community Energy, a wind energy company. 

''Purchasing clean energy is only a part of the equation,'' Molinaro said. ''Ensuring efficient energy use is the other part.'' 

Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities is re-sponsible for coordinating programs with nine counties, including Dutchess and Ulster. 

Communities buy in 

While Tivoli is the first community in Dutchess County to sign on with the program, several communities in Ulster County already have partnered with the program, including the City of Kingston, the villages of New Paltz and Ellenville, and the towns of Esopus and Woodstock. 

Courtney said her group has a presentation scheduled for the Town of Red Hook this month. 

Although there is no cost for entering the partnership, energy audits can cost anywhere from $200 to $400. 

Courtney said the audit fee gets credited back to the client if the client decides to act on any of the auditor's suggestions. 

''If it turns out you need a new oil burner and you decide to work with that company, they'll take (the fee) off the final bill,'' she said. 

More information on Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities is available on the Web sites www.nyserda.org and www.getenergysmart.org 

Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities can also be reached at 845-331-2238. 


