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To all New York City Businesses and Neighborhoods Interested in the Economic, Environmental and Social Benefits of Energy Efficiency:
New York City is Part of the New York Energy $mart Communities Program
The communities and businesses in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, and Staten Island now have resources and support to help with renovations and energy efficiency improvements thanks to the New York Energy $mart SM Communities Program.  The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), Pratt Institute for Community and Environmental Development (PICCED), and the South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation (SoBRO) have partnered in an effort to improve the energy efficiency and vitality of our downtowns and neighborhoods.  Regional Coordinator, Dean Zias of PICCED, will be sharing information, funding and technical resources in Brooklyn, Staten Island, and Manhattan south of 96th street.  In the Bronx, Queens, and Upper Manhattan areas, Doreen Taveras of SoBRO will serve as the regional coordinator.
Regional coordinators facilitate the energy efficiency projects and the community partnership, helping to make the best match between the community’s needs and NYSERDA’s technical and financial assistance.  Energy $mart Communities also seeks to build support for energy conservation through workshops and other education efforts. 

“Exemplifying Governor Pataki’s vision, the Energy $mart Communities Program brings together government resources and private businesses to improve the communities’ economy, environment, and quality of life.” said Peter Smith, acting president of NYSERDA.

The New York Energy $mart SM Communities Program creates networks of organizations and agencies that contribute to energy-focused neighborhood projects.  Many of these efforts are concentrated in “Energy Target Zones” – neighborhoods or community sectors that could most benefit from energy efficiency.  NYSERDA contributes to these projects through its current programs, while the partner organizations share local experience and resources. 

For more information on Energy $mart Communities, contact:

Dean Zias
Pratt Institute Center for Community
and Environmental Development
379 DeKalb Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11205
718-399-4416
718-636-3709 (fax)
dzias@pratt.edu
Doreen Taveras
South Bronx Overall Economic Development Corp. 
555 Bergen Avenue
Bronx, NY 10455
718-292-7533
718-292-6445 (fax) 
dtaveras@sobro.org

