[image: image1.jpg]FROM & EnwviroMet

PHONE MO,

T [ 1

TN s e s b

i +13153799959 Mar.

T E g
i e

Matertoton maillu @imm

e

RN i o e ki o AP

L
T

Plans continue for lbcal-ds

market in Canton

By Martha Ellen
Timas Staff Writer -

CANTON — A group of residents intercst-
e in turning downlewn's former grocery slore
into a marked for local foods is quictly continu-
ingits work. )

) don't want people Lo think nothing is hap-
peming if they don't hear anything,” said cof-
Mittee coordinator Susan G, Kramer. “Its all
the details,” :

About a dozen rosidents have met for
months to come up with a replacement for the
Jubilee grocery, which closed in September
2000..

The group’s idea is to have a fresh food and
staples market, a prepared-food seclion, a

“certified kitchen,” whore entrepreniet ota’
produce raleable cooked food, and a storage
and distribution arca for sellers from the Can-
ton Farmers Mdrket and the Farm to School
Support Project, which brings produce grown
in §t, Lawrence County lo Potsdat State Uni-
versity College.

“We're moving along with getling a number
of things in place,” Ms, Kramer snid. “We're
working on a business plan.”

Asubgroup is working with the state Small
Bysiness Development Center al, Canton Col-
Jege of Technology. A draft plan might be ready
for presentation to the committee in January.

Once the business plan is finalized, the
commititee will be able (o pronont ite case to
Midtown Plaza owner Garry L. Cohen.
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“We need 16 find out the slatus of heing in
that building,” Ms. Kramer said. “We necd 1o
have him take us seriously.”

Mr. Cohen will probably be happy te hear
from & prospective tenani, Director of Feo-
nomic Development Nicole L, Conrad said,

“The sitnation with that building i it’s not
{he right size for most people. lWs either too higr
or too small” she said. “You can just peck in
{he window and see the building’s not.in great
shape.”

The committeo is reviewing how the exteri-
or of the building might be spruced up, includ-
ing improvements 1o the parking lot, such as
{he nddition of greenery and an eating arca.

Aninteriorlayoul it also being formulated,
The food marked and kilehen might be central-
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Iy located, storage and distribmtion Toward the'
back of the building and an caling area along
the gides, Ms, Kramer said,

“We have not totally eliminated the idea of
having other vendors there,” she said. “We're
trying Lo think of the kind of things peoplc
might want.”

Existing shops might consider a sampler
booth within the market, such as for antiques
or sed books. ;

“I% that sort of thing we're thinking
about,” shesaid,

The group hopes Lo determine by spring
whether the market is feasible.

“We've Lalked to more and more people,”
Mg, Kramer gaid. “Everyone we've talked to
said il's a good iden.”
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