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ByNORNATEANHOWLAND
Corespondent

WOODSTOCK - Town goverament
buldings fared wel in 2 recent energy
efficiency audi.

Pot Courtnes, community coordinator
with the New York Stale Energy
Rosoarch and Dovelopment. Authority,
€old Town Board members this seck that.
of the threo town buldings studied — the
Town Hall, Waodstock Community Cen
ter and Town Offices on Comeau Drive,
none had tervible problema. “You won't
be surprised Lo hear that thal were 5o
Smoling guss,” Coartney said.

Tho agoncy was commissionad by the
baard last £l to oudit town buildings
and their energy use

“Saving enorgy it & big prioricy in Now
York state.” said Courtney. "New York is
ane of the leading states in this isauc. I
i a stvong priority. They put ther money
whero theiz mouth is”

Courtney said grants are avalablo to
individual households and businesses for
up 10 50 percent paid by the state for
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encrgy effciency studics.

Courtiey said ske has also been work-
ing with Councibman  Gordon Womp
segarding the highvway garage proposal
and applications been fied for the facili-
o get the maxizmum berells for ener-
Ev-efficient heat and lighting systems.

What the audil did show, Courtney
caid, is that all three buildings nood new
eneriy offcint lighting.

“The primary opporinity i to updace
the lighting,” she said. The project would
cost taxpayers about $7,300 she said, but
Siould save. the fown $1,100 por year
right avay

"You spend money Lo save money.”
Courtney said

Tnstullation of enery officient lghting
would save more. than 18,000 Kilowatt
hours per yoar, according to Courtnes,
who also Suggested  roteofiting floor
Iamps wilh bigh efficiency lighis.

Other recommendations fomthe
‘audit concerned exposed heating, ventila-
tion and sir conditioniag pipes in the
police garage and water pipes at the
Comea officos, which both noed insula-

tion, and the addition of storm windows
in the basenent at the Comeau officee.

“Thats it in & nushell,” said Courtney.

‘The heating syetems wore found to be in
pretty good shape, two heing replaced in
the lust o vears.”

‘A Brandt of tho town Zoning Bourd
of Appeals pointad out that the audit
found the roof at. the polioe depiriment
necds 2 new weather guard shingled roof
installed. - think it i worth looking at"
said Brondt.

‘Courtney also spoke abont Smart Ener-
& Cloices, a robate program offered by
the authoriy, which provides rebates for
work and puchsses related to maling
homes more onergy officiont. The
rebates ave avallsble or up to $5,000 per
Sear, with no minimum amount.

Courtuey said homeowners can sdd
value to their properties by making their
homes more ‘enorgy officiont in very
enuch the Same way 1s the installation of
ahot. tub would.

The sutharity wil be represonted ot
Tows Hall at the Eaxth Day cclebration
April 24,




