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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
ALABAMA WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD 

ATLANTA, March 14, 2001 – The Rebuild Alabama Pilot Program (RAPP) in Montgomery, Ala. has been honored with a Rebuild America National Energy Champion Award.  The partnership was recognized for its role in helping to improve the quality of life for Alabama residents by investing in energy efficiency. 

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Ginsberg presented Linda Cooper, state representative of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, with the 2001 Rebuild America Award for Energy Excellence in State Partnerships at the Rebuild America National Forum in Atlanta on March 14.

In 1999, Rebuild Alabama launched a statewide program to create community partnerships to implement energy-saving measures in buildings.  Today Rebuild Alabama serves as the umbrella partnership for 21 local partnerships that are dedicated to energy efficiency.  

“By creating an effective statewide partnership network, the results we are already seeing will enhance the quality of life for Alabama citizens, while hopefully setting an example for other states,” said Cooper.

The Rebuild Alabama Pilot Program focuses on implementing energy-saving measures within schools, hospitals and local government buildings.  To date, Rebuild Alabama has helped facilitate energy-efficiency improvements in 1.5 million square feet, resulting in annual savings 
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of $300,000.  The partnership has awarded four grants to help its community partnerships implement energy-saving measures.  Specific accomplishments include:

· The Carver and Bellingrath Community Centers in Montgomery, recipients of a $150,000 grant, will be retrofitted with insulation, energy-efficient heating and cooling systems and energy-efficient lights.  By reducing energy-related operating costs, the facilities can continue to provide positive activities for local youth in low- to-moderate-income areas.

· Monroe County Hospital received a $100,000 grant to improve the energy efficiency of its facility by using state-of-the-art technology, thus serving as a model for other rural hospitals.  Cost savings from the energy improvements will reduce hospital operating costs and help ensure that community residents will have continued access to health care close to home.


· Geneva County Schools used a $100,000 grant to build the first geothermal system in a new school.  Officials expect Slocomb Elementary School to realize energy savings of 20-to-30 percent while showcasing the benefits of this energy-efficient technology to school administrators throughout the state.


· Calhoun Community College received a $100,000 grant to renovate two buildings by installing the latest energy-efficient technologies in its Advanced Technology Park Manufacturing Center Processing Labs.  The energy savings make it possible for the maximum number of students and workers to receive training in technical areas to prepare for employment.

Key partnership participants in Rebuild Alabama are the Tennessee Valley Authority, Alabama Gas and the National Energy Foundation, Alabama Electric Cooperative (PowerSouth) and USDA, Alabama Power Company and FMS Lighting of the Southern Company.
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ADD TWO/Alabama Wins

Rebuild Alabama is part of a network of 325 Rebuild America partnerships across the nation that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution, and enhancing quality of life in communities through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1995, Rebuild America partnerships serve as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities. 

###

Photo of award recipient available upon request.
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