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Aniak Gymnasium Benefits From Energy Demonstration Project

Lighting upgrades reap savings


A project to upgrade old fluorescent lamps in the Aniak High School Gym has produced savings of $8,000, reducing the school¹s light bill 20%. The project will have paid for itself in less than 20 months.


The lighting upgrade was funded by a $11,392 grant from the Alaska Energy Authority and a $1,500 match from the Kuspuk School District for a total project cost of $12,892.


The Aniak School was selected as a demonstration site in 1998 after the school approached the Authority about high electrical bills.  An assessment indicated the gym would be a good demonstration project; one that would offer concrete evidence of the benefits of new lighting technologies.  The retrofit was a basic one ​--T12 fluorescent lamps were upgraded to newer T8 lamps with electronic ballasts.


The project was conducted as part of the Authority¹s participation in the Rebuild America program, which is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy.  The Alaska Energy Authority received a Rebuild America grant in late 1996. The final phase of the program ends in September 2000.  To date, energy audits have been made in 80 rural communities.


The Rebuild America program supports community partnerships of local and state governments and the private sector to promote increases in energy efficiency and conservation.  The Rebuild American program in Alaska targets rural communities, where the cost of electricity is typically three to four times the national average.


Rebuild America energy auditors provide a walk-through building assessment with maintenance workers, and provide building owners with recommendations for no-cost or low-cost energy savings changes.  Energy auditors provide maintenance workers, building occupants, school children and interested community members with training on ways to conserve energy.  Rebuild America energy audits, training, and technical support are free to communities, although the program does not pay for products or retrofits. 


The fourth and final phase of the Rebuild America program began this month and includes energy assessments in 30 communities.  By following through with the energy auditors recommendations, community buildings may see up to a 25% a year savings in energy costs.


“Rebuild America is an ideal program for rural school districts in Alaska,” said Rebecca Garrett, Rebuild America Program Manager with Alaska Energy Authority. “Schools are typically the largest energy users in rural communities. Energy savings can lower operating costs. That can mean new jobs and opportunities in areas where jobs are scarce.”


The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that 250 Rebuild America partnerships will be in place by the year 2003 and will be involved in more than 2 billion square feet of building renovations targeted to reducing energy costs. These renovations are expected to save $650 million annually in energy costs, generate $3 million in private investment and create 26,000 new jobs nationwide.


For more information contact the Alaska Energy Authority at (907) 269-4625.
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