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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 




BOSTON WINS DOUBLE REBUILD AMERICA ENERGY CHAMPION AWARDS 

ATLANTA, March 14, 2001 – Rebuild America honored both the Rebuild Boston Energy Initiative and the Boston Housing Authority (BHA) with National Energy Champion Awards at the Rebuild America National Forum in Atlanta on March 14.  

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Ginsberg presented John Manning and Mike Sherman of the Rebuild Boston Energy Initiative with the Rebuild America Partnership of the Year Award for its outstanding work in performing energy-efficiency retrofits on some of Boston’s most distressed properties.   Kate Bennett represented the Boston Housing Authority, a partner of the Rebuild Boston Energy Initiative, in accepting the 2001 Rebuild America Award for Energy Excellence in Public and Affordable Housing. 

Rebuild Boston and the Boston Housing Authority are part of Rebuild America, a program of the U.S. Department of Energy that helps communities save energy and dollars and stimulate the local economy by making energy-efficiency improvements to buildings.  

Rebuild Boston has been lauded for making remarkable strides in using energy efficiency as an economic development tool in hard to reach communities by improving multifamily, small commercial and institutional buildings. 

The partnership is also credited with helping to “raise the bar” for minimum energy performance specifications for privately developed housing that is assisted by the city’s Affordable Housing

Initiative programs.

- more -

Potomac Communications Group is a support contractor to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program.
ADD ONE/Boston Wins

During 2000, Rebuild Boston successfully completed or committed to investing more than $33 million in improving the energy and water efficiency of 19.5 million square feet of space. The improvements affect 4,800 housing units and over 200 commercial and institutional buildings and are expected to generate $44 million in savings for utility customers over the next 10 years, according to Mike Sherman of Rebuild Boston.   

As a promoter of energy-efficient solutions, Rebuild Boston is a key participant in research to document and improve the relationship between energy systems and health, particularly to decrease the high rate of asthma among inner city children.  In addition, Rebuild Boston has extended its scope to develop a statewide Rebuild Massachusetts partnership to similarly target public and subsidized housing, public schools and redevelopment districts in distressed communities, Sherman notes. 

BHA Recognized

Rebuild America honored the BHA for reaching these and other milestones in 2000: 

· completing energy- and water-efficiency improvements in 2,500 apartments funded by a $17 million performance contract that uses future energy savings to pay for energy-efficiency improvements.  

· completing $1.2 million in energy-efficiency improvements in 800 apartments 

· undertaking improvements that will result in projected energy savings of $22 million over the next 10 years.  

· substantially completing an energy- and water-efficiency master plan for BHA’s 68 developments and 15,000 apartments 

- more -

ADD TWO/Boston Wins

Rebuild Boston and the Boston Housing Authority are part of a network of 325 Rebuild America partnerships across the nation that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution, and enhancing quality of life in communities through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1995, Rebuild America partnerships serve as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.

###

Photo of Award recipient available upon request.
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