PRESS NOTICE 

SUBJECT:     Capital District Habitat for Humanity and the Capital/Saratoga 
Energy $mart Communities Partner to Build ENERGY STAR Labeled Homes in Albany 

CONTACT:   Mark DeChiro 

                  518-432-6400 ext 249 

Capital District Habitat for Humanity, Inc. (CDHFH), a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) corporation, has partnered with the Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Communities for the construction of 20 New York ENERGY STAR Labeled Homes in Albany, New York. 

The New York Energy $mart SM Communities program administered by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) under the umbrella of the United States Department of Energy's Rebuild America Program promotes economic development, community revitalization, and environmental stewardship through support for improvements in energy 
efficiency.  The program is set up in nine regions throughout New York State, including the Capital/Saratoga Region. 

Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Communities is assisting CDHFH to obtain the New York ENERGY STAR Label for the 20 homes in a North Albany neighborhood.  New York ENERGY STAR Labeled homes use 30% less energy than conventional homes. They cost less to operate, are more comfortable, and because they include mechanical ventilation systems, also provide a healthier living environment. 

At this time CDHFH is seeking donations of ENERGY STAR indoor and outdoor hard-wired lighting fixtures, appliances, heat recovery ventilators and natural gas furnaces.  Please call the Habitat Office at 518-462-2993 to discuss cash or material donations. 

All New York Energy $mart programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of Central Hudson, Con Edison, NYSEG, Niagara Mohawk, Orange and Rockland, and Rochester Gas and Electric.  NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission. 

New York Energy $mart programs are designed to lower electricity costs by encouraging energy efficiency as the State's electric utilities move to competition. The programs are available to electric distribution customers (residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial) who pay into the SBC. 

