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CANTON - Village officials have resurrected the idea of turning the empty Jubilee grocery into a market divided into booths for small vendors. 

"I think it's more serious than it's been before," Mayor Robert N. Wells Jr. said. 

Director of Economic Development Nicole L. Conrad will host a meeting to discuss the concept at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the municipal building. 

All are welcome to exchange ideas. Those who are interested in working on a business plan, can share expertise, or might sell products at the market are encouraged to attend, Ms. Conrad said. 

The "Canton Market" is a rough idea that a large space could be leased by one person, or a corporation, and split up into smaller units for rent by various vendors. 

"We do expect there would have to be food," said Susan C. Kramer, who has been working with Ms. Conrad on the idea. "We don't want it to be in competition with other merchants. What we're asking people to think about is, "How can this enhance the entire community?"' 

The closing of the Jubilee in 2000 left the P&C supermarket at one end of the village, and no grocery downtown for senior citizens and college students who may not have cars. 

The lease on the Jubilee has expired, and Midtown Plaza owner Garry L. Cohen has indicated he might be willing to subdivide the space, Mr. Wells said. 

Possible features of the market could include some grocery items, a chance for small businesses to get started, and a space for merchants from the Farmers Market to sell in the winter. 

There's been a lot of interest in starting a "certified" kitchen which individuals could use to make products for sale, Ms. Kramer said. 

Ms. Kramer got involved through her work with Community Energy Services, which is developing a target zone for projects through its Energy $mart Canton program that could have financial backing from the state Energy Research and Development Authority. 

"This has the makings of a significant project," Ms. Kramer said. "I think it's pretty clear it's an energy inefficient building." 

The idea of a flea market - along the lines of Malone's Market Barn - that would offer food as well as collectibles surfaced in 2000, but never got past the concept stage. 

But Ms. Kramer said she and Ms. Conrad are committed to taking the idea to a logical end, whether it ends up feasible or not. Following the meeting, small groups or a committee will probably form to develop an in-depth plan. 

"We have to bring it to a conclusion," Ms. Kramer said. "We're not just going to let people hang."
