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ENERGY $MART CANTON TO HOLD INAUGURAL MEETING





Canton businesspeople, town and village representatives, housing agencies and other community leaders will gather October 7 to learn how they can save money by saving energy and become partners in Energy $mart Canton, a new community-wide initiative. 





The meeting is being convened by Energy $mart Canton, a development initiative of Community Energy Services, Inc. in partnership with the Town of Canton and Villages of Canton and Rensselaer Falls. Energy $mart Canton will provide energy efficiency assistance to promote economic development, community revitalization and environmental stewardship.





The meeting will open with brief introductory talks by Canton’s Town Supervisor David Button, Canton Mayor Bob Wells, Rensselaer Falls Mayor Margaret Hance, and St. Lawrence County Planning Office Director Keith Zimmerman. 





New York Energy $mart Communities State Representative Heather Clark will present success stories from other Energy $mart Communities around the state. Ira Rubenstein, Executive Director of the Environmental Business Association of New York State, Inc. will highlight opportunities for business in the energy field and North Country Energy $mart Communities Coordinator, Ann Heidenreich, will introduce the Energy $mart Canton initiative.
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Some of the building owners attending the meeting will have the opportunity to describe their buildings and hear how those buildings can benefit from the Energy $mart Community program. All participants will be asked to share ideas for projects they would like to see adopted by Energy $mart Canton.





Energy $mart Canton is part of North Country Energy $mart Communities, one of seven regional Energy $mart Community programs administered by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Nationally, the initiative is administered by the US Department of Energy and called Rebuild America. Communities participating in the Rebuild America program are saving hundreds of thousands if not millions of dollars in annual energy costs through systematic implementation of energy improvements in their buildings. 





In July, Canton became the first community in the North Country to be designated an Energy $mart Community when Village Trustees in Rensselaer Falls and Canton and the Canton Town Council all passed resolutions pledging to work together to identify and implement energy efficiency projects. 





The meeting will be held from 9am to 12 noon in the conference room at Partridge Knoll Independent Retirement Community in Canton. Those interested in attending should call 379-9466 to pre-register.
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