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REBUILD NEW MEXICO WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Community Partnership Recognized for Commitment to Saving Energy in Commercial Buildings

NEW ORLEANS, La. – Rebuild New Mexico has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for Commercial Buildings. The community partnership was recognized for its accomplishments in reducing energy use in commercial buildings throughout the state of New Mexico.

John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, presented the award to Rebuild New Mexico partnership leader Gene Bustamante at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.  

Rebuild New Mexico, a Rebuild America community partnership, provides free energy use assessments for buildings in New Mexico.  In addition to assisting building owners and managers in identifying energy waste, Rebuild New Mexico also helps them plan and implement energy-efficiency improvements.  Rebuild New Mexico extended its services to the commercial sector not long after is started in 1999.  Thanks to Rebuild New Mexico:

· 4.9 million square feet of commercial building space has been assessed for energy-savings opportunities

· more than $1 million of annual energy savings are in progress

· future energy-efficiency improvements in commercial buildings will result in $800,000 in addition savings per year

Projects in all sectors, initiated and assisted by Rebuild New Mexico, are already saving the taxpayers of New Mexico more than $1 million per year.  Projects not yet implemented should produce another $2 million in annual savings.  Although the partnership received both state and federal funds, Rebuild New Mexico is working to become financially independent from government funding.

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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