DEVELOPERS DIVIDED ABOUT GREENING AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Green design is making its way into affordable housing projects, but some developers still don't think the green measures are worth it. "If the developer is not going to live there or benefit from the lowered operating costs, then sometimes it is harder to persuade them to make the investment," said Peter R. Smith, president of the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, which pays developers $500 for each affordable unit to install high-efficiency appliances. 
Many government agencies offer subsidies to developers who install energy-saving measures. Illinois pays $600 to $2,500 a unit for energy-saving insulation, heating and double-paned windows. New Jersey offers builders up to $7,500.
Although these subsidies have existed for six years, only 5 percent of all affordable housing built in this period included green features, according to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. But some developers believe the benefits to their community outweigh the costs. In Harlem,
Carlton Brown is building 93 subsidized condominiums with geothermal heating and cooling wells and high-efficiency appliances, which he predicts will save residents about $1,000 a year. He is also installing air filters on ducts and kitchen cupboards that don't emit volatile organic compounds, which the Environmental Protection Agency has warned can exacerbate conditions like asthma.     
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