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DOWNTOWN BUFFALO SEEKS ENERGY $MART REVITALIZATION THROUGH FREE ENERGY-EFFICIENCY WORKSHOP

Buffalo, New York - - The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Western New York Energy $mart Communities program, Buffalo Place District, Erie County, and the U.S. Department of Energy will be sponsoring the Downtown Energy Development Forum, a free workshop to promote downtown revitalization through energy efficiency. Local businesses, property owners, and managers are invited to attend this event at the Market Arcade Film and Arts Center, 639 Main Street, Buffalo on Thursday, November 7, from 8 A.M. to 1 P.M.

The workshop will focus on the financial benefits of energy efficiency as it applies to commercial, multifamily, and industrial buildings. No prior knowledge of energy efficiency is necessary to attend. Case studies will show the benefits of installing energy-efficient lighting, windows, insulation, and heating systems. Such energy-efficiency improvements mean more comfortable and safer buildings, as well as a stronger local economy.


Finally, participants will learn why the Buffalo Place District has been designated an “Energy Target Zone” by NYSERDA.  An “Energy Target Zone” is a specific geographic area within the given region that could substantially benefit from energy efficiency projects due to economic, social and/or other local circumstances. 
-more-

"Earlier this year, NYSERDA made a strong commitment to Buffalo and Western New York by opening a Buffalo Regional Office in the Market Arcade.  This educational forum is just another example of NYSERDA and its partners in local government and the business community working together to help increase the awareness and use of our energy saving programs," said William M. Flynn, President of NYSERDA.  "It is our hope that NYSERDA's programs will help provide incentives for future improvements and development along the Main Street corridor."
Isabell Berger, coordinator for NYSERDA’s Western New York Energy $mart Communities wants business owners and managers to be aware of the enormous potential of these energy saving opportunities. “We’d like people to make informed decisions.”  Making energy-efficient improvements results in long-term dollar savings.

Western New York Energy $mart Communities is a NYSERDA program under the umbrella of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. New York Energy $mart Communities, a New York Energy $martSM  program, helps meet the energy resource challenges facing residential and commercial building owners by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources.

All New York Energy $martSM programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of participating utilities.  NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission.

Buffalo Place is an independent not-for-profit corporation founded to manage the downtown core surrounding Buffalo’s pedestrian mall. Buffalo Place provides services to the downtown community with a focus on marketing, maintenance, planning and advocacy.

-more-

The Downtown Energy Development Forum will be a valuable tool to inform participants about the resources available to help reduce energy costs and revitalize their community. Money saved is money that can be used to enhance the local economy and benefit downtown businesses.
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