STATE ENERGY OFFICE AWARDS GRANTS TO TEN SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Fosters Conservation in School Buildings and Saves on Energy Costs

The Division of Energy Resources (DOER) awarded $990,500 for FY2002, to ten school districts through its Energy Conservation Improvement Program (ECIP). The objective of the program is to improve the energy efficiency of public schools. Upgrades include improvements in the efficiency of lighting, boilers, and control systems to manage energy use. All funded improvements have an operational lifetime of approximately twice the length of the payback period, at minimum.  Thus, each dollar of funding results in a minimum of two dollars in energy savings. DOER expects these improvements to save the ten school districts almost $240,000 annually, and estimates that the measures will pay for themselves in about five years.


ECIP grants are an effective tool in saving public funds for energy costs.  Commissioner David O'Connor, who oversees DOER, said, “In these challenging economic times, it is more important than ever to target our financial resources wisely.  The fiscal challenges for schools grow larger on a daily basis, making demand for this program extremely high.  And so, I am particularly pleased to award this grant,” noted O’Connor.  “Helping schools cut their energy bills can leverage much needed dollars for other education investments.”

DOER awards these grants annually, providing energy audits to identify specific, cost-effective capital improvements for each school district. DOER conducts a site inspection of every facility that receives grant funding to ensure that the energy conservation measures are implemented. U.S. DOE supports this program through the State Energy Plan. The Commonwealth authorizes energy conservation grants for public facilities through bond funds. Schools are required to share in the cost of capital improvements by repaying 30% of the grant to the general fund over a three-year period. All applicants make every attempt to leverage other non-state funds, such as those that may be available through utility incentive programs. This year’s awards successfully leveraged over $120,000 in utility energy efficiency funds.

The ten school districts receiving awards are: Attleboro, Bedford, Boston, a Rebuild America partner, Essex Agricultural, Holyoke, Lynnfield, North Adams, Pentucket Regional, Southeastern Regional, and Wareham.  Twenty-five school districts are currently on the waiting list, seeking grants for an additional one hundred six public buildings. The schools also received a CD developed by the U.S. Department of Energy, for grades K-12, containing print reproducible science education lessons and activities about energy. One of the objectives of the ECIP program is the education of students about energy efficiency and the economic impact of improvements. Energy education provides the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will allow them to use energy resources wisely.

