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NYSERDA’s FINGER LAKES ENERGY $MART COMMUNITIES PARTNERS WITH GENEVA BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 


Geneva, New York – The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities program is hosting an energy-efficiency workshop for members of the Geneva Business Improvement District (BID). The workshop will present energy-saving opportunities and resources available to local businesses and building owners. The workshop will be held at the Geneva Chamber of Commerce Conference Room, 35 Lakefront Drive, on December 4, 2002 from 6:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. There is no fee to attend.


The workshop will focus on the financial benefits of improving the energy efficiency of a building. Improved efficiency can be achieved through a variety of means including better insulation levels, high-performance windows, energy-efficient lighting and appliances, improved duct systems, and high-efficiency heating and cooling equipment. Energy efficiency means lower energy bills for building owners. 

“Governor Pataki has made it a priority for State government to partner with local communities to address energy, economic, and environmental issues,” said William M. Flynn, President of NYSERDA. “Through our Energy $mart Communities program energy improvements can be identified and implemented through financial and technical assistance.”

-more-

Such improvements mean more comfortable and safer buildings, as well as a stronger local economy. “The main financial benefits are lower operating costs for buildings,” said Will Poppe, local coordinator for Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities. “Money saved is money that stays in the community. It helps to support local jobs and the local economy.” Energy-efficiency improvements vary according to the type of building, but any building owner or homeowner can apply for NYSERDA’s technical assistance, low-interest loans, and cash incentives. NYSERDA’s programs save businesses and homeowners in New York State millions of dollars annually. “And, of course, there are the environmental benefits,” added Poppe.  Reducing energy usage reduces environmental impact. 


Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities uses energy efficiency as a catalyst for economic development, community vitality, and environmental stewardship. The energy-efficiency workshop will be a valuable tool to inform participants about the resources available to help reduce energy costs and revitalize their community. 

# # #

Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities is one of seven regional initiatives developed through NYSERDA’s New York Energy $mart Communities program. New York Energy $mart Communities falls under the umbrella of the United States Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. New York Energy $mart Communities, a New York Energy $mart program, works at a neighborhood level to match residential or commercial building owners with NYSERDA resources. 


All New York Energy $mart programs are funded by a Systems Benefit Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of participating utilities. NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission. 


The Geneva Business Improvement District is a coalition of business and property owners committed to improving the quality of life in downtown Geneva. The organization is involved in downtown beautification projects as well as economic development and marketing initiatives to assist local businesses.


For more information on available resources, contact Will Poppe, the Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities coordinator at 585-454-0190 ext. 21. 
