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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
HOTEL ALICE HONORED FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY

ATLANTA, March 14, 2001 – Historic Hotel Alice in Ellisville, Miss. was honored with a Rebuild America Energy Champion Award at the Rebuild America National Forum in Atlanta on March 14, 2001.

Jan Malone accepted the Rebuild America Award for Energy Excellence in Commercial Buildings on behalf of Hotel Alice from U.S. Department of Energy Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Ginsberg.  Ginsberg lauded hotel owners Jan and Eddie Malone and Rebuild Mississippi for successfully meeting the challenge of incorporating energy-efficiency best practices into the renovation of a historic building. 

Built in 1902, Hotel Alice stood abandoned before the Malone’s recognized its potential and began to transform the aging structure into a three-story, bed-and-breakfast inn with a restaurant and coffee shop.  Hotel Alice is a partner of Rebuild Mississippi, a Rebuild America partnership led by the Mississippi Department of Economic & Community Development, whose focus in part is on using energy-efficiency improvements to buildings as a tool for economic revitalization in Mississippi communities.   Rebuild America is a DOE program that is dedicated to community improvement through energy efficiency.  The hotel renovation brings new life to a depressed areas of town, notes Mel Powers, Rebuild America advisor to Hotel Alice and Rebuild Mississippi.

- more -

Potomac Communications Group is a support contractor to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program
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“The building maintains its charm and historical features, making it a landmark in the 

community,” Powers says.  “It also serves as a catalyst for further community economic development in the community and Jones County.”

When Hotel Alice became a Rebuild Mississippi partner in March of 2000, the Rebuild Mississippi team sprang into action, performing technical analyses on the exterior, lighting, windows, plumbing, gas and electric systems, heating and cooling systems, roofing and insulation, and made numerous recommendations for improvement.  

Approximately $350,000 in private investments needed to complete the retrofits has already yielded significant savings for the new hotel, which also serves as a meeting place for conferences, receptions and a variety of community activities.  Utility bills for the business are proving to be 50 percent less than that of comparable enterprises in the area, notes Powers.  

Hotel Alice and Rebuild Mississippi are part of a network of 325 Rebuild America partnerships across the nation that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution, and enhancing quality of life in communities through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1995, Rebuild America partnerships serve as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities. 

###

Photo of Award recipient available upon request.
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