NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE AND KAREN:

THE FITZGERALDS GET ENERGY $MART

October 30, 2002 -- Joe and Karen Fitzgerald have plans to renovate the former bank building on 300 Wall Street in Kingston. Assuming ownership in November, the Fitzgerald’s will transform the building into a mixed-use establishment with office space and rental housing units on the second and third floors. The first floor will be the new location of their business, the Well Seasoned Nest, a retail store specializing in gifts for the home and garden. Like other business owners, they are looking to save money and lower operating costs wherever possible. 

And lowering operating costs is exactly what the Fitzgerald’s are doing. With an investment of $100, they performed an energy audit on the building using the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Commercial Audit Program. The audit identified how the Fitzgerald’s could improve their building’s energy efficiency. Some of the recommendations included installation of energy-efficient air conditioning units as well as energy-efficient lighting systems, windows, doors, and insulation.

The Fitzgerald’s were made aware of NYSERDA’s Commercial Audit Program by Pat Courtney, NYSERDA’s local Mid-Hudson Energy $mart Communities Coordinator. Pat matched them with the resources. By taking advantage of the program, the Fitzgerald’s are now eligible for small cash incentives and a low-interest loan to help make the energy-efficiency improvements. 

The audits are quick and can be performed on any building with an annual energy cost less than $100,000. According to Joe, the auditers were in and out in a couple of hours. Two weeks later, a report was produced recommending the improvements that could be made and the amount of money they could save on their energy bills. For the Fitzgerald’s, making the recommended energy-efficient improvements could reduce their annual energy bills by nearly 40%.

When asked if he would recommend this resource to other businesses, Joe said, “Absolutely. Businesses need to be aware of these energy saving opportunities so they can make informed decisions and incorporate them into the design.”

The Fitzgerald’s like the added environmental  benefits of energy efficiency as well. As people concerned about both saving money and preserving the environment, they see energy efficiency as a win-win situation. 

For more information on how to apply for cash incentives and low-interest loans, contact Pat Courtney, the Mid-Hudson Coordinator for New York Energy $mart Communities at 845-679-6991, Patcourt@aol.com. New York Energy $mart Communities is a NYSERDA program under the umbrella of the United States Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. New York Energy $mart Communities helps meet the energy resource challenges facing residential and commercial building owners by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources.

