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WISCONSIN’S FOCUS ON ENERGY WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Community Partnership is Recognized for Commitment to Saving Energy in School Buildings

NEW ORLEANS, La. – Wisconsin’s Focus on Energy Schools Program has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for EnergySmart Schools (K-12).  The Rebuild America community partnership was recognized for its accomplishments in helping Wisconsin schools save money through energy-efficiency improvements. 

John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, presented the award to Charles Schneider of the state-led Focus on Energy Schools Program at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.  

Wisconsin’s Focus on Energy Schools Program, formerly part of Wisconsin Energy Initiative 2, offers energy information and services to both private and public schools throughout the state.  The program has already resulted in more than $3.6 million in annual energy costs savings.  The energy-efficiency improvements reduce energy costs for Wisconsin schools, freeing up funds to pay for other priorities, such as textbooks or teacher salaries.  Energy savings benefit Wisconsin taxpayers by helping to keep property taxes from increasing.

In addition to costs savings, the energy-efficiency improvements in Wisconsin’s schools have contributed to cleaner air.  By reducing energy use, less fossil fuel is burned at power plants, resulting in fewer emissions.  The energy-efficiency improvements have prevented the release of:

· Nearly 64 million lbs of carbon dioxide annually

· More 150,000 lbs of nitrogen oxide annually

· 300,000 lbs of sulfur dioxide annually

EnergySmart Schools, founded in 1998, is part of Rebuild America, a DOE program that focuses on improving communities nationwide through energy efficiency.  Schools spend over $6 billion annually on energy costs.  DOE estimates that 25% of those costs could be saved through better building design, widely available energy-efficient and renewable energy technologies and improvements to operations and maintenance.

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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