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CITY COUNCILMEMBER WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Honolulu City Councilmember is Recognized for Commitment to Energy Excellence

NEW ORLEANS, La. – Honolulu Councilmember Steve Holmes has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for Partnership Leader of the Year.  Councilmember Holmes, President of Rebuild Hawaii – a Rebuild America community partnership – was recognized for his commitment to community improvement through energy efficiency.

John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, presented the award to Mr. Holmes at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.  

During his 12-year tenure on the Honolulu City Council, Mr. Holmes has championed energy-efficiency legislation and projects.  He introduced and garnered support for the city’s adoption of the Model Energy Code in 1994, incorporating it into Honolulu’s building codes.  He led the way for updates to the code and extension of the energy-efficiency measures into the residential sector.  This legislation is expected to save taxpayers more than $300 million over 20 years.

Mr. Holmes also introduced water conservation legislation, which has helped Honolulu achieve its goal of “no growth” in water usage for the past decade.  In addition to conserving water, the legislation has resulted in energy cost savings thanks to reduced demands for hot water heating, avoided pumping fees and transmission costs and avoided need for new water development projects.

He has personally educated decision-making personnel on energy-efficiency opportunities.  As President of Rebuild Hawaii, he has focused on expanding the program throughout the state.  The energy-efficiency improvements have helped create new jobs in a slow economy.  Reducing energy costs also helps relieve strained budgets.

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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