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REBUILD BERGEN COUNTY WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Community Partnership is Recognized for Commitment to Saving Energy

NEW ORLEANS, La. – Rebuild Bergen County has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for Local Government.  The community partnership was recognized for its accomplishments in saving energy in local government facilities.

John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, presented the award to partnership leader Dominick Aiello, President and CEO of Metro Energy Solutions, at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.  

Rebuild Bergen County, through its Energy Conservation Initiative, is offering all municipalities, school districts, water/wastewater treatment plants and commercial/industrial businesses in the county free energy-use audits.  The initiative is directed by Quentin Wiest, Bergen County Improvement Authority Executive Director, and Dominick Aiello and Joe Santaiti of Metro Energy Solutions.  As a result of the initiative, energy-efficiency improvements have been made to two county buildings, two county special services facilities, a sewerage treatment plant, and projects for the City of Hackensack, the Borough of Glen Rock, Hackensack Board of Education, Englewood Cliffs Board of Education and Englewood Board of Education.  The Bergen County Improvement Authority provided financing for the projects, with labor and materials bid so that local contractors had the opportunity to perform the improvements.  The total energy savings of the projects is over $1.2 million per year.

To participate in the program, the public or private entity either calls for an appointment or consultation, faxes in an application or completes a facilities questionnaire online at the Metro Energy web site at www.metroenergysolutions.com.  Nearly 50 percent of recipients of the original program information mailing have responded with interest. Plans call for the mailing to be expanded to private sector commercial and industrial companies throughout Bergen County this fall.   In addition to the mailer, Rebuild Bergen County is hosting regional breakfast seminars to promote the Energy Conservation Initiative.

Rebuild Bergen County joined DOE’s Rebuild America program as a community partnership in 1996.  Since that time, over 3 million square feet of local government building space in Bergen County has benefited from energy-efficiency improvements.  

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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