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New Training Helps Builders and Contractors Attract Customers for 

Energy Efficiency Home Improvements

Canton, NY -- The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority  (NYSERDA), in partnership with Onondaga-Cortland-Madison (OCM) BOCES and SUNY Canton, is offering a low-cost training program for builders and contractors. The training is being promoted through the North Country Energy $mart Communities Program.

The training, to be held at SUNY Canton, is for builders and contractors who wish to become certified by the Building Performance Institute (BPI), a national resource for building science technology that sets the standards for assessing and improving the energy performance of homes. 

The 36-hour training will cover the fundamentals of building science including how to solve building performance problems such as ice dams, mold, mildew and indoor air quality issues. Participants will also be instructed in the use of “blower door” technology and other diagnostic equipment to assess building tightness, mechanical and distribution systems, and combustion safety for a “whole-house” performance-based approach. The course dates are June 22-24 and July 6-8, 2004.

The training program developed in partnership with OCM-BOCES is part of NYSERDA’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR( program.  To encourage contractor participation, NYSERDA is reimbursing 75 percent of the $975 course fee upon completion of the course.

“BPI certification is an important step for contractors to take in order to offer homeowners a systematic approach to identifying, installing, and financing energy improvements to their homes,” said NYSERDA President Peter R. Smith. “Through our Home Performance with ENERGY STAR( program, we’re creating new opportunities for contractors to attract customers, while expanding energy efficiency and renewable services for the individual homeowner.”

Once builders and contractors meet all participation requirements, they are eligible for additional benefits through the NYSERDA Home Performance with ENERGY STAR( Program. These include financial incentives, customer referrals, trade networking opportunities, reduced prices for the purchase of state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment, and advertising through NYSERDA’s media campaign. Homeowners working with participating BPI-certified Home Performance Contractors can benefit from low-interest loan rates for energy efficiency improvements.

For more information or to register, call Shirley Modafferi at OCM BOCES (315) 453-4404.

NYSERDA is a public benefit corporation that administers the New York Energy $martSM program designed to lower electricity cost by encouraging energy efficiency. New York Energy $martSM programs are funded by the System Benefits Charge noted on utility bills. NYSERDA offers several programs that can help North Country homeowners save money by making their homes more efficient, but these require the availability of participating BPI-certified Home Performance Contractors who can perform state-of-the-art comprehensive home assessments and qualified improvement measures.
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