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Energy Help for Small Businesses and Homeowners
It’s been a cold and expensive winter for folks paying energy bills.  Fortunately, help is available for home and business owners who want to lower their energy costs.  Take steps now to avoid high energy bills in the future.

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) offers low-cost energy audits and financial incentives for improvements that save energy and money through its New York Energy $martSM programs.  

The New York Energy $martSM Energy Audit program provides audits for small businesses,  municipalities, not-for-profits and private institutions to help them make informed decisions about implementing energy efficiency improvements.  The audit fee is $200 to $600, depending on annual electric usage.  The fee is refundable by implementing at least one measure, at a cost greater than or equal to the audit fee.  Eligible facilities can obtain energy audits by completing a simple application available at www.nyserda.org. 


The energy audit focuses on identifying viable and cost-effective energy efficiency improvements.  Each energy audit recommends energy efficiency measures, the projected cost of the measures, estimated annual savings, payback period in years, and installation incentives available from NYSERDA. 


Homeowners can also benefit from low-cost energy audits and incentives through       NYSERDA’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® program. Under this program, participating Building Performance Institute-certified contractors perform a comprehensive home assessment to evaluate the energy efficiency of your home.  Low-interest financing is available to help pay for making improvements. Families with incomes at 80 percent of the State Median Income or less may qualify for incentives of up to $5,000 to make energy-related improvements to their homes (e.g. a family of four making $53,200/year or less qualifies).


“Through Governor Pataki’s New York Energy $martSM program, home and business owners can receive technical assistance to find effective ways of reducing their energy bills,” said NYSERDA President Peter R. Smith.  “Besides the energy savings potential, the financial incentives available through this programs further motivate customers to make the recommended energy efficiency improvements.”


“Faced with long, cold winters, many North Country residents and businesses are burdened with energy costs,” said Senator Betty Little.  “Energy efficiency is key to keeping these costs low.  That’s why I encourage more home and business owners to take advantage of the incentives available through NYSERDA’s Energy $mart programs.” 

“The State’s Energy $mart Program helps small businesses, homeowners, and many other types of customers by providing them with the technical and financial assistance necessary to make energy efficiency upgrades,” said Assemblyman Chris Ortloff.  “Improved energy efficiency is increasingly important to Upstate New York, as well as the nation, as we are continuing to seek ways to preserve the environment, stimulate economic development, and reduce our dependence on foreign oil.”
“The New York Energy $martSM Energy Audit Program and the Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program are perfect examples of the kinds of beneficial, energy efficiency programs NYSERDA offers,” said Assemblywoman Teresa Sayward.  “I hope more local businesses and homeowners use the resources available from NYSERDA to lower their utility costs.”
“NYSERDA’s Energy Audit program identified over $3,100 in potential annual savings through energy conservation measures at our municipal building,” says Debbie McDonnell, director of the Saranac Lake Office of Community Development. “And NYSERDA’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program will help us maximize our financial resources to homeowners by providing us with a plan for improvements that make the most sense for each home.  The program will help many families afford the upgrades necessary to improve their quality of life in the North Country.”  

These and other energy saving programs are being promoted in Saranac Lake by North Country Energy $mart Communities in partnership with Energy $mart Saranac Lake. For more information or application forms, call Debbie McDonnell at the Office of Community Development, (518) 891-0490, or Ann Heidenreich, North Country Energy $mart Communities Coordinator, (315) 379-9466.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1All New York Energy $martK programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of Central Hudson, Con Edison, NYSEG, Niagara Mohawk, Orange and Rockland, and Rochester Gas and Electric.  NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission. 

New York Energy $martK programs are designed to lower electricity costs by encouraging energy efficiency as the State's electric utilities move to competition.  The programs are available to electric distribution customers (residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial) who pay into the SBC.
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