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EXPERTS ENCOURAGE BUILDING GREEN, ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOMES

Consumers Benefit from Lower Energy Costs 

Montgomery, New York – Experts from the environmental building and remodeling industry will convene for a seminar on how to build a better home using green building practices and energy-efficient design. The seminar, intended for present or future homeowners and building professionals, will be held on Saturday, November 16, 2002, at Ski Lodge at Thomas Bull Park, Route 416 in Montgomery, from 8:45 A.M. to 12:45 P.M. Pre-registration is required and there is a $10 fee to attend. 

Participants will learn about green building practices and materials, energy-efficient homes, and sources of renewable energy. No knowledge of green building or energy-efficiency is necessary to attend.

Seminar sponsors include the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Mid-Hudson Energy $mart Communities program, Hudson Valley Sustainable Communities Network (HVSCN), the Environmental Business Association of New York (EBA/NYS), National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI), New York Solar Energy Industry Association (NYSEIA), Hudson Valley Materials Exchange, and Taylor Recycling.

 “Through financial and technical assistance, NYSERDA has helped homeowners in New York State achieve higher-efficiency homes that are more comfortable, environmentally sound, and result in lower energy bills,” said William M. Flynn, President of NYSERDA. “NYSERDA’s programs save homeowners and businesses millions of dollars annually.”

Pat Courtney, NYSERDA’s Mid-Hudson Energy $mart Communities coordinator, will present information on NYSERDA’s financial incentives and low-interest loans that are available to help finance renovation or construction of a home. 

 A home is considered green when the environmental, economic, and social impacts are included in a home’s design, construction, operation, and demolition. Green homes are constructed using recycled materials that are non-toxic, durable, and recyclable. Using locally available materials is good for the community, stimulating the local economy. Green homes are often powered by renewable energy sources, such as solar or geothermal. A home can also achieve a high efficiency rating through a variety of means including better insulation levels, high-performance windows, energy-efficient lighting and appliances, improved duct systems, and high-efficiency heating and cooling equipment.  


The seminar will be a valuable tool for homeowners and building professionals to learn about how to make a green, energy-efficient home a reality. Green, energy-efficient homes cost less to maintain and result in lower energy bills than a conventional home. They are also safer, more environmentally sound, and more comfortable. 

To register for the seminar contact Manna Jo Greene at (845) 687-9253.

# # #

EBA/NYS is a trade association dedicated to supporting the environmental industry in New York State. Its members are composed of businesses that provide products and services to prevent, monitor, conserve, and/or recycle energy and resources. 

The Hudson Valley Materials Exchange is a publicly funded, non-profit community warehouse that distributes reusable materials suitable for arts, education, and construction.

HVSCN is a network of individuals and organizations working to build sustainable cities, towns, and rural communities in the Hudson Valley.

NARI is an organization composed of full service contractors that provide remodeling programs to educate and train both trade professionals and homeowners.

NYSEIA is a not-for-profit group that promotes solar energy through education and research and development.

Mid-Hudson Energy $mart Communities is a NYSERDA program under the umbrella of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. Mid-Hudson Energy $mart Communities helps meet the energy resource challenges facing residential and building owners by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources. 

Taylor Recycling, located in Montgomery, NY, is a facility that specializes in the trade of recyclable materials and the marketing of eco-friendly products. 

