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OAKLAND HOUSING AUTHORITY WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Community Partnership is Recognized for Energy Excellence

NEW ORLEANS, La. – Oakland Housing Authority (OHA) has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for Partnership of the Year.  The Oakland Housing Authority Partnership was recognized for its progress in saving energy and dollars by making energy efficiency improvements in 242 of its 267 sites.

The partnership was recognized by John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.   Stuart Hughes, director of finance for Oakland Housing Authority, accepted the award.

Thanks to the Oakland Housing Authority, more than 2,290 units benefited from energy-efficiency improvements.  Improvements included new fluorescent lighting, reliable energy-efficient hot water and heating boilers, and Energy Star® washing machines and dryers in common areas at 18 sites.  By using an energy savings performance contract, improvements were paid for by using future utility savings.  Total annual utility savings under the performance contract are projected at approximately $362,000.

Residents have benefited by having more reliable hot water and heating and brighter lights that use less energy.  Four residents were employed by a Rebuild America partner during the energy audit stage and four residents were hired during construction.

OHA has reduced its water usage by 26 percent annually, thus saving water and the power needed to pump water. The OHA partnership has benefited the community by reducing its electricity consumption, which results in fewer emissions from power plants burning fossil fuel.  As a result of the improvements, the Oakland Housing Authority uses12 percent less electricity.  By saving more than 1.6 million kWh of electricity per year, OHA has prevented the release of:

· 344,227 lbs of carbon dioxide

· 1,265 lbs of oxides of nitrogen

· 2,935 lbs of oxides of sulfur

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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