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BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD ENERGY NETWORK

OFFERS FREE FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
Brooklyn residents are invited to a free Sustainable Energy Forum on Saturday, June 19th, from noon to 5:30 pm, at Intermediate School 340, corner of Sterling Place and Vanderbilt Avenue in Prospect Heights. 

Featuring the theme "Sustainable Energy Solutions for Our Homes, Communities and Government", the forum will call attention to the importance of sustainable energy practices and empower participants to take action in their homes, in their communities, and at the policy level.

Forum attendees will learn how to reduce energy use in their homes; how to secure energy from clean, renewable sources; and how to work to foster sustainable energy practices in their community and in government policy. They will meet experts in energy efficiency, solar energy, green building, and environmental activism. With the experts’ help, each person will design his or her own plan of action.

The event will be opened by Josh Radoff, co-director of GreenHomeNYC, a community-oriented volunteer organization that works with small building owners to promote the use of environmentally friendly, energy-conserving building practices and products. Radoff will describe the energy situation nationally versus New York City and outline the potential for using and sourcing energy more sustainably. Then participants will be offered a choice of three workshops focusing on how to effect better energy solutions 1) at home, 2) in one’s community, and 3) at the government/policy level. 

Workshop presenters will include Jeff Perlman, co-executive director of BASIC, a non-profit working with communities to educate about solar energy and to facilitate the installation of solar energy systems in New York City, and NYC's partner in the federal Million Solar Roofs Initiative; Tracy Fitz, trained solar installer and director of City Solar/SolarGlobe; Samara Swanston, Esq., environmental lawyer, environmental justice activist and executive director of the Greenpoint/Williamsburg Watchperson Project; Amaris Lunde, co-founder of the Green Energy Buying Club; Dean Zias, NYC outreach coordinator for Energy $mart Communities, NYSERDA; and Mark Caserta, NYC policy & advocacy director, NY League of Conservation Voters/NYLCV Education Fund.
Invitations to the forum have been extended to local city and state officials, community boards, colleges, and neighborhood residents. All are welcome to join this creative, collaborative effort to lead Brooklyn to clean, renewable sources of energy and more efficient energy practices.

The Sustainable Energy Forum is organized by the Brooklyn Neighborhood Energy Network (NEN), a coalition of individuals that includes members of the following organizations - GreenHomeNYC, Big Apple Solar (BASIC), the Park Slope Food Co-op Environmental Committee, local community gardens, a local sustainability study/action group, the Green Party, and the Sierra Club. The network is part of a growing movement in the City to organize locally for sustainable energy solutions. The movement originated with a Neighborhood Energy Forum in Manhattan’s Lower East Side in January of this year, an event that drew some 150 attendees. The Lower East Side NEN - the first and founding NEN - continues to work for better energy solutions in its neighborhood and to encourage other neighborhoods to follow in its footsteps. 

History and current news on the Neighborhood Energy Network movement is online at: www.neighborhoodenergynetwork.org






To find out more about the Brooklyn Neighborhood Energy Forum, or to register, call: (718) 789 9138 

Or E-mail: coordinatormichele@yahoo.com
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