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SUSTAINABLE HOUSING INNOVATION PARTNERSHIP WINS 

NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Community Partnership is Recognized for Innovative, Energy-Saving Housing Complex

NEW ORLEANS, La. – The Sustainable Housing Innovation Partnership (SHIP) has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for Public and Affordable Housing.  The community partnership was recognized for its efforts to build an energy-efficient housing complex for low-income residents in Spokane, WA using sustainable building practices.

John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, presented the award to partnership leader Julie Dhatt-Honekamp at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.  

SHIP – led by Spokane Neighborhood Action Programs (SNAP), a Rebuild America community partnership – was formed in 1999 with the goal of creating a model, sustainable housing community for low-income residents.  More than 70 partners are involved in SHIP, including government officials, banks, architects and academics, among others.

The first phase of the Riverwalk Point project conceived and organized by SHIP will be a five-building, 52-unit housing complex on a long-vacant site near the Spokane River.  The units will be reserved for households of one to six occupants, with incomes ranging from $9,780 to $27,050 a year.  

One goal from the beginning was to keep up-front expenses no more than 10% above the costs of a traditional project.  The focus on up-front costs was important because financial institutions focus on those items rather than on the life-cycle costs of a building.  Operational costs for Riverwalk Point will be significantly less than a conventional project thanks to: high-efficiency gas-fired heaters in four units and a geothermal heat pump in a fifth unit; structural insulated panels; compact fluorescent and T8 fluorescent lighting; the strategic use of natural daylight, without increasing the cooling load of HVAC; Energy Star® appliances; energy conservation education for every new tenant.

The first phase of Riverwalk Point, set to open March 1, 2003, is projected to cost $5.8 million.  Plans call for two more stages, bringing the total number of units to 100.  The project is being financed by the State of Washington Housing Trust Fund, Spokane County Community Development, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the National Equity Fund, Foundation Northwest, the U.S. Bancorp Foundation, Washington Mutual Bank & Foundation, AVISTA Corp. and the Paul G. Allen Charitable Foundation.

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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