
U.S. Department of Energy

Solar Ambitions: Schools Network Gains Foothold

School may be out for the summer,but not for Rebuild America

program representatives and partnership leaders who work year

round to strengthen schools in communities across the nation.

One example is an informal K-12 EnergySmart Schools team that

is taking shape in the Denver region. Central to this effort are

Dave Waltzman,Denver Region team leader; Jamey Evans,

Million Solar Roofs Initiative program manager;Glen Kizer, leader

of the 1500 Days Central Ohio Partnership; and Alyssa

Newman,Denver Region program representative. Kizer has been

active in introducing schools in the eastern U.S. to solar energy

and helps to pull the players together to install ground-mounted

photovoltaic (PV) arrays in a number of schools. He also helps

organize dedications for the solar arrays that attract press attention

and spread the word about the benefits of introducing renewable

technologies to our schools. To date,he has worked with schools

in Ohio,West Virginia, and Indiana to install and dedicate ground-

mounted solar arrays.

Denver Region Makes Inroads
Kizer,who is also president of the Foundation for

Environmental Education,gets additional bounce out of educating

the public about renewable technologies such as solar through a

series of programs he produces for PBS. (See West Virginia School

Goes Solar story, this issue.)  Newman believed the Denver

Region could benefit from Kizer’s approach and has been

collaborating with him and a growing group of state energy

offices,community entities,utility representatives,non-profits, and

business partners to create a model school with a PV array in each

state in the region. To date, solar panels have been installed in

schools and a daycare center in Texas,New Mexico and Colorado

and activity is underway in six other states in the region,

according to Newman. Central and Southwest Power,

recently acquired by American Electric Power, is

dismantling a solar research park,and will be deploying

approximately 80 1-kilowatt solar panels to benefit Rebuild

America partnerships in their service territory. The team hopes 

to establish similar relationships with other utilities and business

partners.

School Connections
The regional K-12 team is working on a 2-year plan to connect

the schools in the Rebuild America network. They are presently

working to increase efficiencies in schools and renewables activity

by linking peers, according to Newman. For example,one effort

puts teachers,principals and utility representatives from Ohio

schools that have installed solar arrays in touch with their

counterparts in Texas for an information exchange. The Rebuild

America schools team is also assisting participating schools in

incorporating energy efficiency and renewable energy lessons

into the curriculum. The team also consults with schools on the

merits of ground-mounted vs. rooftop systems,and other benefits

associated with bringing a solar project to a community.

“A ground-mounted system is preferred because it provides a

better learning environment,”Newman says. “It makes a greater

impact when you can see it or touch it.”

For additional information, contact Alyssa Newman at

Alyssa_Newman@nrel.gov or at 303-275-4810 or Glen Kizer at

GKizer@centurysurety.com.
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Children from Longfellow Elementary School in Westerville, OH
attend the dedication of a solar panel array for their school, which
is part of the Million Solar Roofs initiative.  Westerville has been
named a Rebuild America community.
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