Rebuild Iowa Reaches Milestone

Rebuild Iowa, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ community based energy efficiency program, recently reported the implementation of $7 million dollars of energy efficiency improvements in participating communities since the program’s inception.

Rebuild Iowa began in 1996 as an extension of the US Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program.  Iowa’s program helps communities identify, implement, and finance energy-efficiency improvements using local resources to the greatest extent possible.  Communities participating in Rebuild Iowa integrate local, state, and federal resources to secure the economic and environmental benefits of energy efficiency.  Communities develop an Action Plan that outlines their program, including roles for local contractors and suppliers and local financing for projects.  The types of installed improvements have included a geothermal heatpump, infrared heating units, insulation, and various lighting upgrades.  The installation of these improvements has resulted in the creation of 175 job-years and the avoidance of 14,195 tons of green house gases.

[A Quote here from Monica, Larry? On the impact of Rebuild????]

Participating communities currently include Cedar Falls, Akron-Westfield, Muscatine, Webster City and Hamilton County.  The Department is now accepting applications for two to three new communities.  Proposals are due to the Department no later than 4:30 p.m. on August 18, 2000.  For more information on Rebuild Iowa or to receive a Request for Proposals, contact Heather Silberhorn at 515/281-5007 or email: heather.silberhorn@dnr.state.ia.us.
