
Governor Ben Nelson re c o g n i ze d
Nebraska Public Power D i s t ri c t
( N P P D ) for committing to help the
s t a t e’s residents save money and improve
their communities through energy
e f f i c i e n c y.

NPPD is the newest partner of
Rebuild Ne b r a s k a , the State En e r g y
Of f i c e’s Rebuild America program. A
signing ceremony was held in Ma rch in
Lincoln. The publicly-owned electric
company provides retail and wholesale
electricity to customers in 86 of
Ne b r a s k a’s 93 counties.

“ Nebraska Public Power District is
pleased to be partnering with the
Nebraska Energy Office in the ‘Re b u i l d

Ne b r a s k a’ program,” said CEO Bi l l
Mayben, adding that, “NPPD has a rich
tradition of working with its customers
to constantly help them find ways to use
energy more efficiently. ”

“We are fortunate [to have] an
e xceptional, award-winning En e r g y
Office,” Nelson said. “Nebraska has
accepted the challenge of re c ruiting 150
Rebuild partners in the next three years.” 

Nelson noted that Ne b r a s k a
consumers spent $3.4 billion on energy
in 1995. Rebuild Nebraska aims to
a c h i e ve a 25% reduction in energy
consumption in participating buildings
by 1999.

When you call Cristina Klein, she answe r s .
In the 1960s, she answe red President John F.

Ke n n e d y’s “call to service.” As a Peace Corps
vo l u n t e e r, she managed an earthquake relief pro g r a m
f rom a tent pitched near the Iran-Afghanistan bord e r.

Last ye a r, she answe red another call, this time
f rom Alaska Energy Di rector Pe rcy Fr i s by. He wanted
her to manage Rural Alaskans Conserve E n e r gy
( R AC E ), the state’s Rebuild America pro g r a m .

The goals for RACE are ambitious: saving energy
in remote communities accessible only by small plane
or boat. The high cost of transporting fuel, combined
with extremely cold temperatures, make saving energy
a challenge.

A l a s k a’s program focuses on schools and other
large buildings in villages that typically have 500 or
f ewer residents. RACE also aims to teach energy
c o n s e rvation to the next generation.

Originally from San Francisco, and armed with an
MA in Economics from the Un i versity of California,
Be rk e l e y, Klein has administered community
p rograms in Chicago; worked with public television
in Khartoum, Sudan; and taught English in Os a k a ,
Ja p a n .

After working as a gem dealer in South America
( “rubies are my favo r i t e s”), she moved to the
Un i versity of Alaska, Anchorage, where she was a
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re s e a rc h e r, writer and adjunct instructor of writing. She has also worked as an
economist for the Alaska De p a rtment of Labor and as a project coordinator for the
Alaska De p a rtment of Health and Social Se rv i c e s .

R ACE has distributed an informational bro c h u re statewide, run public serv i c e
announcements on Alaska Public Radio and produced a booklet on re t ro f i t t i n g .
They also filmed a video on energy conservation that features Juneau magician Je f f
Brow n .

So far, RACE has performed energy audits in six villages in Interior Alaska.
When schools reopen in the fall after residents return from subsistence hunting and
fishing, Rebuild auditors will begin site visits to approximately 210 villages over the
next two and a half ye a r s .

“We want to help,” Klein said. “Energy savings mean money for staff, books,
and equipment.”

She noted that the school building is usually the largest building in a village. T h e
villages are mostly powe red by oil, which is expensive and time-consuming to fly in
to the remote locations.

A unique challenge for RACE is dealing with the huge distances betwe e n
villages. “Our 210 villages are scattered over 586,000 square miles, an area as large
as 10 Western states combined,” Klein said. Compared to Ma ryland, which has
almost 500 people per square mile, Alaska has one.   

Disposing of fluorescent tubes containing lead and merc u ry gas was an obstacle
for rural communities until the environmental office at the U.S. Army’s Fo rt
R i c h a rdson part n e red with RACE to re c ycle merc u ry gas and dispose of cru s h e d
glass tubes.

Klein is arranging a Rebuild America Celebration for September in Anchorage
to promote energy conservation and RAC E ’s program. She promises that the
mosquitoes, which she jokingly says are Alaska’s state bird, will be gone by then.

As this issue hits your desk, planning is
u n d e rway for the 1998 Rebuild America
C o n f e rence. We’re heading south, to Sa n
Antonio, Texas, where the Rebuild America
community will share success stories, network
with partners and learn new ways to move our
p rojects forw a rd .

You can help now by sending us the names
and addresses of people who should know about
the conference. It is a great re s o u rce for part n e r s
and eve ryone else invo l ved in Rebuild America.

Please let Michele De m a rest of En e r g e t i c s
k n ow who should re c e i ve conference materials.
Her phone number is (410) 290-0370, and her
fax is (410) 290-0377.

Another great re s o u rce for partners are the
national laboratories operated by the
De p a rtment of En e r g y. The dedicated experts at
the labs have been helping partners in a wide
variety of ways over the past months.

At Argonne National Laboratory in Il l i n o i s ,
for example, Jim Cavallo, the manger of the
Existing Buildings Efficiency Re s e a rch Pro g r a m ,
has been collecting energy usage data on
refrigerators for the Chicago Housing Au t h o ri t y
( C H A ). This information will help CHA
m e a s u re the energy savings from 10,000 new
refrigerators, expected to be at least $750,000 a
ye a r.

With all this work, it’s no wonder we’re
getting noticed. Look for an article on Re b u i l d
America in the Spring 1997 issue of En e r gy &
En v i ronmental Management m a g a z i n e .

Speaking of publicity, many thanks to the
p a rtners sending us news about their pro g r a m s .
Pa rtner Up d a t e is a great way to keep the
Rebuild America community up on what’s
happening around the country, and it work s
e ven better when our readers also become our
s o u rces. If you have an update of your pro g r a m ,
please send it to us.

Fi n a l l y, we would like to welcome Fe d e r i c o
Peña on board as the new Se c re t a ry of En e r g y.
He has already shown a commitment to energy
efficiency and re n ewable energy, and we look
f o rw a rd to seeing Rebuild America continue to
succeed during his serv i c e .


