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A number of Rebuild America communities were among

those honored at the U.S.Conference of Mayors’68th Annual

Conference in Seattle,WA,on June 10. The City Livability

Awards recognize and award mayors for their leadership and

innovation in creating better,more “livable”communities. The

City Livability Program is sponsored by the U.S.Conference of

Mayors and Waste Management,Inc.and focuses on those

exemplary leaders whose work has resulted in the

implementation of pioneering programs that improve the

quality of life for citizens.

Rebuild America communities that received awards were the

City of New Orleans, LA,the City of Toledo,OH (Rebuild

Toledo Energy Collaboration),the City of Stamford, CT,

and the City of Boston,MA (Rebuild Boston Energy

Initiative). Other winners included:Gadsden,AL;Lancaster,

CA;Tacoma,WA;Everett,MA;Euclid,OH;Melrose,MA;Pasadena,

TX;Buffalo,NY;Irving,TX;Pembroke Pines,FL;Tucson,AZ;

Bristol,CT;Hoffman Estates,IL;Farmington,NM;Moore,OK;and

North Adams,MA.

Additionally,the Outstanding Achievement Award was

presented to Mayors Thomas M. Menino of Boston and

Dannel P. Malloy of Stamford. An Honorable Mention went

to Mayor Carleton S. Finkbeiner of Toledo. These visionaries

have demonstrated how proactive leadership can

improve communities.

Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, left, and Stamford, CT, Mayor Dannel
Malloy receive Outstanding Achievement Awards.
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reflective roofing. The grand opening of the restaurant is scheduled

for August 2000.

Active on Many Fronts
Since joining Rebuild America in 1998,Rebuild Mississippi has

turned up the heat on their community outreach by developing an

array of marketing materials, including baseball caps,polo shirts and

coasters. Headed by the Mississippi Department of Economic &

Community Development's Energy Division,Rebuild Mississippi's

partners include the Mississippi Main Street Association,Mississippi

Valley Gas Company,Mississippi Downtown Development

Association,Energy Rated Homes and the City of Jackson. The

partnership is also collaborating with Rebuild Alabama to produce

a 5-to-8 minute video to help educate potential partners about

Rebuild America and the type of local assistance available through

both state partnerships.

Rebuild Mississippi is

working with the

North Midtown

Community

Development

Corporation and

Entergy,a local utility,

to plan several

projects in Jackson. In

June 1999,the

partnership kicked off

its work in the city by recognizing Mark J. McCreery,president of

Amerimail Direct,Inc.,for renovating an abandoned,deteriorating

downtown building to house his growing business. The 35-year-old

building received over $300,000 in extensive interior and exterior

improvements,which included an $8,000 grant through the city’s

Facade Matching Grant Program.

The state partnership is also reaching out to its Native American

citizens. In May,Dr.Ousby and Mel Powers,the regional program

representative,met with the Choctaw Indian Tribe to discuss their

joining the Rebuild America family. Discussions centered on possible

energy-efficient improvements to the reservation's 20-plus buildings

to minimize energy expenses and on cogeneration and aggregate

power opportunities.

Known as "The South's Warmest Welcome," Mississippi has

opened its doors to Rebuild America and is actively sharing the

program’s ideals with the state’s communities.

For more information about Rebuild Mississippi or its

partners, contact Dr. Barbara Ousby, Mississippi Dept.of

Economic & Community Development, at 601-359-6600 or

bousby@mississippi.org.
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