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Announcing Rebuild America’s 250th

Partnership!

From a Rebuild America perspective, what

better way to herald the new year, new

century and new millennium than to

announce that the program has reached a key

goal?  And that is, to reach 250 partnerships by

2000.  It is now official.  Rebuild Austin, TX

will wear the mantle of the 250th Rebuild

America partnership.  

Plans are now underway for an event to

honor this milestone in Austin in late February.

Details to be announced.  

Led by I.Q. Hurdle, project director with the

East Austin Economic Development

Corporation, Rebuild Austin embodies strong

leadership, a broad scope of activities, and a

diversified roster of partners.  It also embraces

a key Rebuild America theme: Using energy

efficiency as a catalyst for community

improvement and economic development.  

Partnership plans revolve around sustainable

development and a demonstration project

aimed at transforming a disadvantaged

neighborhood surrounding a local Baptist

church into a model of energy efficiency and

sustainability.  Energy-efficiency solutions will

be incorporated into housing for families and

seniors, community buildings including a

daycare center, and office space for small

businesses.  The project will create a training

center designed for replication in an estimated

70 churches.

As we move ahead with our plans to

expand Rebuild America into more

communities in the coming year, let’s be

mindful that Rebuild America is part of the big

picture of creating better communities through

sustainable development, clean technologies

and the wise use of our resources.  Let’s keep

focused and help advance the concepts of

Clean Energy and Buildings for the 21st

Century as we continue to work together

toward an energy-efficient future.

Engineering students at Arizona

State University (ASU) are getting an

education about energy efficiency

and area apartment complexes and

businesses are benefiting from their

expertise.  Beginning in the summer

of 1997, the ASU College of

Engineering, under the auspices of

Rebuild Arizona, embarked on a 5-

year program to perform building

audits on area businesses and

recommend improvements to

building owners.  To date, ASU students have performed audits on 1.8

million square feet in the Valley of the Sun including retail space,

apartment complexes, commercial office buildings, an elementary school,

and city and state government facilities including a water treatment plant.

“The program exposes the students to existing building equipment and

to the technologies available to substantially upgrade them and prepares

them to make appropriate recommendations for energy-efficiency

improvements,” notes Rebuild Arizona partnership leader Jim

Westberg of the Arizona Department of Commerce-Energy Office.

Partners of Rebuild Arizona include the City of Tempe, the City of

Scottsdale and the Arizona Public Service Company.

According to ASU Faculty Research Associate of engineering 

David Chau, students have identified $700,000 in energy-efficiency

improvements that would yield annual energy savings of $400,000 if

implemented.  He says the students are an independent third party and

do not recommend contractors or specific products to building owners,

nor do they participate in energy-efficiency installations.

The improvements that building owners have made based on student

recommendations include lighting, electric motors, HVAC equipment,

chillers, variable frequency drives, air compressor cooling towers, and

daylighting using skylights with reflective mirrors to minimize summer

heat gain, Chau says.  Students also recommended the use of controlling

devices such as occupancy sensors, timers and photocells.  

The Arizona Department of Public Safety used a matching state 

grant to implement the students’ recommendations and installed a new

chiller, energy-efficient motors, occupancy sensors and 350 efficient 

light fixtures, according to Chau.  Students have found that lighting

operating costs, which represent approximately one third of

building energy costs, can be significantly reduced, he notes.  
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Public Housing Takes the Stage at Hall of Fame
Nearly 80 participants attended “Energy Opportunities in

Public Housing,” a conference presented by Rebuild Ohio, and

Stark Metropolitan Housing Authority (SMHA) on November

15-16 at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, OH.

Attendees represented 20 public housing authorities and six

partnerships, says conference organizer Mike Williams,

maintenance and development director for SMHA.

“They came to learn about Rebuild America, HUD [U.S.

Department of Housing & Urban Development] incentives and

partnerships,” Williams said, “and they walked away with a

sense of excitement about energy issues.”

Rebuild Ohio’s Manny Anunike, a conference organizer,

agreed.  “We want to work with many more public housing

authorities in our Rebuild Ohio partnership, and at this

conference we formed a real focus on their issues.”

Conference speakers addressed electric industry deregulation

and the opportunities it holds for public housing authorities.

Representatives from HUD and state agencies also discussed

innovative approaches authorities around the country are taking.

Rebuild America Business Partners FirstEnergy Corporation

and Viron Energy Services sponsored the conference and

participated as presenters.  Along with national laboratory

representatives, they discussed performance contracting and

energy audits, the role of energy service companies, and tools

available to help authorities manage their resources.

Rebuild America representatives Juli Pollitt and Geri Perrotte

provided an in-depth look at Rebuild America and the resources

available through the U.S. Department of Energy to assist

partnerships.  They also assembled a “Building Partnerships”

roundtable featuring Ohio partnership leaders. 

Attendees were enthusiastic about their time in Canton,

ranking the overall conference near-excellent on their

evaluations.  “The topic is timely and there was a good level of

interest from the audience,” wrote one participant.  And, from

another: “My expectations were both met and exceeded.”

For his part, Williams is focusing on next steps.  “We already

have added one new member to Rebuild America, and several

others have an interest in aggregation,” he says.  “With such a

small percentage of public housing authorities taking advantage

of Rebuild America, we definitely plan more conferences 

like this.”

For more information, contact Mike Williams at 330-454-8051

or Manny Anunike at 614-466-6797.

ASU engineering students also teamed

with the Arizona Department of

Commerce’s Housing and Energy Offices

to help lower utility bills for residents of

the 124-unit Mercy Court Apartments in

Phoenix.  The Housing Office provided

State Housing Trust Fund monies to

install the measures recommended by the

students.  The Energy Office helped

prepare bid specifications and monitored

the installation of the following measures

in coordination with the property

manager: 

• Converting incandescent exterior

lighting by the apartment entry walls

and back patios to compact

fluorescent technologies 

• Converting exterior parking lot

lighting from incandescent to high-

pressure sodium technology 

• Converting the kitchen light fixtures

to more efficient fluorescent lighting.  

• Testing and sealing leaks in heating

and cooling equipment ductwork in

each apartment 

• Installing shade screens on all east,

west and south facing windows.   

The property manager reports that

residents are pleased with the installation

and especially with the added privacy

provided by the shade screens.  The

installation of all of these measures cost

$70,000 and is expected to save the

apartment building owner and residents

over $20,000 annually.  The owner pays

the utility bill for the common areas

while residents are responsible for the

utility bills for their own apartments.  The

Energy Office will be working with both

parties to track their utility bill savings.

For more information, contact Jim

Westberg of the Arizona Department of

Commerce at 602-280-1434 or e-mail

jimw@eps.state.az.us.
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