
With populations ranging fro m
1,300 to over 130,000 people, 17
t owns and cities in Connecticut have
joined Rebuild America through a
grant solicitation by the Connecticut
Office of Policy Ma n a g e m e n t
(OPM), where the State En e r g y
Office is based.

They now all face the challenge of
writing pre l i m i n a ry action plans by
April 30, when the OPM will
c o m p e t i t i vely evaluate the plans and
a w a rd up to six $150,000 grants.

“We believe all 17 partners can
p roduce implementable action plans,
whether or not they re c e i ve funding,”
said Christine Mc K a y, Re b u i l d
A m e r i c a’s regional program manager
for the Boston Regional Su p p o rt
Office (BRSO).

“ Since the De p a rtment of En e r g y
w o n’t be evaluating the plans, we can
offer assistance to the partners in
their planning efforts,” she said.

The Connecticut grant program is
the result of an innova t i ve

p a rtnership between the state and the
BRSO. “We had a number of
p rograms we wanted to coord i n a t e .
After talking with Christine Mc K a y,
we decided Rebuild America was an
ideal umbrella,” said John Ru c k e s ,
the Rebuild America pro g r a m
manager for Connecticut.

“We expect that towns and cities
will take a compre h e n s i ve appro a c h
t ow a rd improving their building
stock,” Ruckes said. “Our grant is
just a small piece of the ove r a l l
p i c t u re . ”

The grant program is being funded
e n t i rely by the state. The Connecticut
l e g i s l a t u re and the OPM approve d
$900,000 from a pollution
p re vention fund.

Re p re s e n t a t i ves of the new part n e r s
attended a special Action Pl a n
Wo rkshop in No rth Ha ve n ,
Connecticut to learn more about

When someone was needed to speak out
on behalf of the energy efficiency industry
in Massachusetts, the industry turned to
Paul Gro m e r.

Fresh from a stint as Massachusetts En e r g y
Commissioner and with a degree from Ha rva rd
L a w, Gromer was the perfect person for the job.  

He quickly formed partnerships with
utilities and environmental groups and
helped persuade regulators to pre s e rve
Massachusetts utilities’ award - w i n n i n g
energy efficiency programs.  Along the way
he built an effective industry association.  

Gromer gained marketing experience in
England, where he studied at Oxford and
w o rked on adve rtising campaigns for Cadbury
and British Airways, among others.

The Massachusetts Energy Efficiency Council
was founded in 1992. Now the Northeast
Energy Efficiency Council (NEEC), it has
over 100 member companies throughout the
region, and Gromer serves as NEEC’s exe c u t i ve
d i re c t o r.

NEEC is housed in a re n ovated brick
w a rehouse in Boston’s historic No rth End, just


