
March–April 1999 Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

1500 Days: the Central

Ohio Energy Efficiency

Project has hit its stride and is

poised to run circles around its

original goal to retrofit 3 million

square feet in just over four

years. The man at the helm of

the partnership,Glen Kizer,

president of the Foundation for

Environmental Education,has

everything to do with the partnership’s impressive show

of progress.

“We said we’d do 3 million square feet in 1500 days,”

said Kizer,an environmental lawyer and  former division

chief of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources

(DNR). That schedule would have the work completed

by fall 2000. “We’re over it. We have about 1.9 million

square feet in retrofit now,plus 1.5 million square feet

already completed. We’ve now revised our long-term

retrofit goal to 30 million square feet.”

The partnership originally set out to do retrofit projects

in central Ohio that involved restaurant and theater

chains,a school system,a college and a prison. Many of

these projects have since added a solar dimension.Kizer

began doing energy efficiency projects at schools with

Rebuild America at about the same time his Foundation

began building a Solar Ohio Project.The blending of

energy-efficiency and solar solutions has taken 1500 Days

partnership and the Ohio Solar Project in some new and

interesting directions.
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The 1999 Rebuild America National

Forum will be held August 9-11 at the

MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas. The

Forum is the showcase event for Rebuild

America partnerships across the country

that have been working hard to improve

energy efficiency in their communities.

Over 200 partnerships in 47 states,three

territories,and in three Native American

tribes are invited to share their

experiences,gain recognition for their

achievements,and learn from each other

and outside experts about how best to

mobilize their communities toward

stronger,cleaner futures.

The National Forum comes at a critical

time for Las Vegas,our host city,and

Nevada,the fastest growing state in the

nation today. Nevada is facing the

challenge of meeting the energy

demands of an expanding population.

Rebuild America partnerships are

springing up in many Nevada

communities that are increasingly

concerned that the demand for energy 

is outpacing supply. Nevada Power

Company,the Nevada State Energy

Office and partnerships in Las Vegas,

Reno,Henderson,Carson City and

Fallon,NV are leading the charge to find

workable energy solutions for Nevada.

Nevada Power is a champion for the

Rebuild America program and the key

sponsor of this year’s forum.

This year’s Forum will focus on

community partnership development,

successful implementation of

community-wide energy and

environmental initiatives,financing

energy efficiency projects,and

community sustainability into the next

century and beyond. Sessions will be as

diverse and innovative as the Rebuild

America partnerships they represent and

will feature the challenges faced in

launching energy-efficiency retrofits in

the small business,large commercial,K-

12 schools,colleges and universities,

public and affordable housing,and state

and local government building sectors.

An exciting combination of peer

presentations,brainstorming sessions,

hands-on consultation with experts,out-

of-the-ordinary plenary and luncheon

speakers,and demonstrations of the

latest energy-efficient technologies and

products add up to an event you won’t

want to miss.

Registration packets will be mailed in

May and conference information can be

found on our website:

www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/rebuild.

Nevada Partnerships
Welcome National Forum

Glen Kizer
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View from DC
By Mark Bailey

Spring is the season of renewal,an appropriate

symbol for Rebuild America partnerships whose

mission is to give new life to the nation’s

inefficient buildings. Many partnerships are

launching their first energy retrofit projects after

concerted efforts to mobilize the resources

needed to build and fortify their partnerships. As

the Rebuild America program matures,it is

incumbent upon us to track its progress. This

means collecting and calculating accurate data

about each partnership’s activity:

■ square feet retrofitted

■ projected investment in retrofitting

■ annual and cumulative energy savings 

■ annual and cumulative energy dollars

saved

■ annual and cumulative emissions

reductions (SOx,NOx,CO2,etc.)

I urge Rebuild America partnerships to visit

the “Progress”section of the IMS. Partnerships

are now able to feed their results directly into

the IMS system. This puts cumulative program

results at the fingertips of national program and

individual partnership representatives.

The Benefits of Reporting
You may ask,“Why should I bother to report

my partnership’s activity?  What difference does

it make?”Or perhaps,“How does reporting help

my partnership?”

Reporting on the IMS gives your partnership

firm numbers to provide to community leaders

and program partners,which helps elevate the

stature of your partnership in your community.

It helps make the case for energy efficiency in

your community – to your elected

representatives,business leaders,building

owners,school districts,municipal governments,

potential partners and the media. The more

aware your community is of your partnership’s

progress,the more likely you are to draw 
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Share Your Success
Rebuild America Partner Update, the 
bimonthly newsletter about the Rebuild 
America community, covers partnership 
activities, industry trends, and 
program news.

Learn More
Rebuild America is part of DOE’s Buildings 
for the 21st Century.  If you would like 
information about Rebuild America or the 
other energy efficiency and renewable energy 

programs and resources, call 1-800-DOE-EREC 
or visit www.eren.doe.gov.

To be placed on the mailing list for Rebuild
America Partner Update, e-mail
rebuildamerica@drintl.com.

To submit news or story ideas, contact: 

• Jonathan T. Alloy, (202) 466-7391, or e-mail 
jalloy@pcgpr.com.

• Rebecca Penovich, (301) 588-9387, or e-mail 
beckyp@drintl.com.
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“Once we began educating schools about energy efficiency,they had the insight

into their buildings to understand the importance of solar,”he said. “The reverse 

was also true. Once schools understood solar strategies,they wanted to explore

energy-efficiency improvements. The two are a natural fit. Now these same schools

want alternative fuel buses and wind power and solar panels for their classrooms.

Once you open the door to the future a little bit,your targets will demand you swing

the door wide open.”

Kizer was instrumental in getting Bluffsview Elementary School,which underwent

an energy retrofit,to install a photovoltaic (PV) roof. (See Workbench,this issue.)  He

also raised the project’s profile by working with the media. The project drew strong

interest from the academic community and current plans call for completing 20 PV

rooftop projects in Ohio schools this year as part of the Clinton Administration’s

Million Solar Roofs initiative.

1500 Days is working with Ohio University on plans for a $15 million retrofit of

campus buildings. The scope of work may include the installation of a solar panel

outside of the basketball arena,which dovetails nicely with what the partnership set

out to do. And that is to choose high-visibility projects that people can see,

understand and talk about. The partnership is also involved in the retrofit of three

popular restaurants in the expanding Bravo Restaurant chain.

“We’re on their team and we’re helping them plan more efficient buildings,”Kizer

said. “Some will be new buildings and some will be moves into existing buildings.

They’re talking about solar as well.”

Another 1500 Days initiative is aimed at reducing energy usage in AMC Theatres and

in major art facilities throughout the country. AMC is running public service

announcements on television in Ohio with a message of commitment to saving

energy and to increasing the comfort of its patrons by using sophisticated
Continued on page 11      
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Rebuild America News

Upcoming Events

FEDfacilities Conference,May 4-5,

1999 in Washington,DC. Professional

development program and exhibition for

facility and administrative managers of

government buildings. Free event. Visit

http://fedfacilities.reedxpo.com.

Public Housing Authorities

Directors Annual Conference,June 6-9,

1999 in Nashville,TN. Visit

www.phada.org.

Annual Leadership Conference for

the National Association for

Community Leadership,June 10-13,

1999 in Indianapolis,IN. Visit

http://communityleadership.org.

U.S. Conference of Mayors Annual

Conference,June 11-15,New Orleans,LA.

Visit www.usmayors.org

92nd Annual Convention of the

Building Owners and Managers

Association,International,June 20-22,

1999 in Atlanta,GA. Visit www.boma.org.

86th Annual Conference of the

Association of Higher Education

Facilities Officers,June 20-22,1999 in

Cincinnati,OH. Visit www.appa.org.

Energy ‘99, August 23-25,1999 in

Orlando,FL. This energy-efficiency

workshop and expo includes sessions on

whole building design,financing/project

development,operations and

maintenance,sourcing energy,and

technology. The conference is sponsored

by DOE,FEMP,the State of Florida and

others. Contact JoAnn Stirling at 

(800) 395-8574. 11

The Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Clearinghouse (EREC) has become the one-stop

shop for Rebuild America partnerships and program

team members who need program resources.

Contact EREC for:

• Answers and advice on program or technical

questions 

• Direct technical assistance (for partnerships

implementing action plans) 

• Information on workshops and training events 

• Documents and software produced by Rebuild

America and other DOE programs 

The process is easy. Callers requesting general

program information and documents will receive

immediate assistance from an EREC information

specialist.More detailed or technical inquiries will be

forwarded to technical specialists,such as Don Fort
and Bill Mixon ,coordinator of Rebuild America

technical assistance. These specialists will respond

within 24 hours if possible,and in any event,within

72 hours.

EREC also is compiling information and

documents about private- and public-sector

resources that may be helpful to Rebuild

partnerships and program team members. In short,

if you have a question,need a product or assistance,

or have useful information to share,contact EREC.

Phone: 1-800-DOE-EREC

Fax: 703-893-0400

TDD#: 1-800-273-2957

E-Mail: doe.erec@nciinc.com

Mail: P.O.Box 3048 Merrifield,VA 

22116

Via EREN: Ask the Energy Expert at 

http://www.eren.doe.gov

For additional information about EREC, or if

you have comments or suggestions about this

service, contact Bill Mixon (billmixon@icx.net);

Chip Larson, Rebuild America products and

services manager (chip.larson@pnl.gov);or your

program representative.

Solutions
environmental controls. Several AMC

theaters are reducing their energy costs

by 28 percent,Kizer said. AMC is also

displaying Solar Schools Posters in their

lobbies.

Another 1500 Days partner, Ashland

Chemical,“bought in”to investing in

energy-efficiency in stages and is saving

$250,000 a year as a result,Kizer said.

The company started with lighting

upgrades and later added occupancy

sensors,a cogeneration system,and

HVAC improvements.

Kizer and the Foundation are

producing a television series titled

Environmental Weekly for PBS,college

stations and K-12 schools. The series 

is uplinked monthly and is available 

to millions of homes and thousands 

of schools.

Kizer brings a substantial amount of

energy efficiency experience to Rebuild

America. He had an environmental law

practice in Ohio for 10 years and prior

to that served as Ohio assistant attorney

general in environmental law. While

with the Ohio DNR,he oversaw a

project that resulted in the planting of 1

million trees in 30 days. He is presently

working on a tree planting initiative for

the United Nations.

“We have no plans to stop,”Kizer

said of his Rebuild partnership.

“We are taking what we’ve learned to

expand our energy efficiency activities

in the future.”
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