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Partner Briefs

In the Boston region, five partnerships
in Connecticut will receive $150,000 each
from Connecticut’s Office of Policy and
Management. “As soon as the
communities receive the grants, they will
begin implementing their action plans,”
says John Ruckes, the Connecticut
program representative. The Town of
Cheshire, for example, will be focusing on
the area’s booming greenhouse industry.
Also in the region, the Rhode Island
Energy Efficiency Partnership will be
weatherizing six publicly assisted housing
duplexes. They are co-sponsoring a

workshop in October for
partners who are also DOE
low-income weatherization

assistance providers, with the Boston
region and ORNL. According to Christine
McKay, regional representative, “We did a
status survey of partners this summer, to
see how they’re doing and where we can
provide more assistance.”

For more information, contact Christine
McKay at (617) 565-9711, or e-mail
christine.mckay@hq.doe.gov.

The new Atlanta Regional Support
Office representative for Rebuild America
has big plans for the coming year. Program
Manager Yolanda Jones says she will be
working closely with existing partners and
state energy offices to “identify their needs

and assist in marketing initiatives.” A key
focus will be on helping partners in the
planning phase complete their action plans
and begin to implement them. Jones
serves as the point of contact for partners,
arranging technical assistance and helping
with action plan development. She came
to Atlanta from DOE’s Savannah River
office, where she was a general engineer
working on pollution prevention
initiatives. Joining Jones is Traci Goins,
who will also work with partners and the
Atlanta RSO as a program representative.

For more information, contact Yolanda Jones
at (404) 347-2386, fax (404) 347-3098,
or e-mail yolanda.jones@hq.doe.gov.

The City of Cuyahoga Falls in Ohio
recently installed a HVAC energy
management system in its City Hall. The
65,000-square-foot building, built in
1952, previously had HVAC systems that
ran 24 hours a day. Mayor Don L. Robart
put together a team that included Comse
Energy Managers, a subsidiary of Ohio
Edison Company and also a Rebuild
America partner. According to Project
Engineer George Locher, Jr., “We’re
already seeing that our estimated annual
savings of $13,000 are on target. The City
will recoup its investment in two and a
half years.”

For more information, contact George Locher,
Jr., project engineer, at (888) 429-7283, or
Valerie Waxcarr, the City’s deputy service
director, at (330) 971-8204.

The South Carolina Energy Office
will celebrate its one-year anniversary in
October with four local partners.
According to Project Administrator Rick
Baldauf, “That’s half of our goal of eight
partners in two years, and we have three
more on the way.” The Energy Office has
already identified and auditing has begun
on over 360,000 square feet of space in the
County of Berkeley, City of Charleston
and Charleston County Housing
Authority. “We are targeting government
buildings,” Baldauf said, “like city halls,
courthouses, a convention center and a 13-
story apartment building.” The plan,
Baldauf says, is to retrofit high energy use
buildings as examples, to show the benefits
of energy efficiency and train others to
expand the program.

For more information, contact Rick Baldauf
at (803) 737-8030.

Planning is underway in the City of
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, for two projects.
The 35,000-square-foot Excelsior Hall will
be renovated to showcase the adaptive
reuse of a historic building. Excelsior Hall
is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. An RFP has been sent out
to solicit developers interested in carrying
out the project. According to Charles
Maneval, the City’s director of economic
development, the second project will be
even larger. “A nationally known
consultant is beginning work on a strategic
plan for downtown and a major north-
south corridor,” he said. “The City of
Lancaster will be looking to Rebuild
America for technical assistance.” The
multiyear project will benefit the Lancaster
economy.

For more information, contact Charles
Maneval at (717) 291-4779.
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