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After promoting renewable energy as a mechanical

engineering student,professor and practitioner for over

20 years,it’s natural that Dr.Dan Turner is enthusiastic

about Rebuild America.

He said that,“Rebuild America is a cornerstone project”

ofTexas A&M University’s Energy Systems Lab (ESL),

where he is the division head. The Rebuild America

program,founded in 1996,is called the Brazos Valley

Energy Conservation Coalition.

In addition to running Brazos Valley,the Energy Systems

Lab is one of the U.S.Department of Energy’s Industrial

Assessment Centers. Its 60 engineers and researchers also

work on the State Energy Office’s Loan Star Program,

which provides infrastructure upgrade loans to state

agencies,schools,and municipalities.

A Win-Win Situation
“Our goal [for Brazos Valley] is to provide energy

efficiency to the public sector,” Turner said. “Energy

efficiency is important to all of us,whether from the

standpoint of the environment,global warming,or just

using less energy.”

So far,Brazos Valley has completed walk-through audits

of 7 million square feet of space for clients including

Brazos County,Bryan Independent School District,and

Wichita Falls Independent School District [Summer 1997

Partner Update]. Turner said they are well on their way
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Rebuild America welcomed its 150th

partnership – the Washington,DC Public

School System – with a kick-off event in

October 1997 featuring Department of

Energy Secretary Federico Peña and

General Julius W.Becton Jr.,the schools’

chief executive.

The partnership,called Rebuild DC

Public Schools,will reduce the schools’

energy costs by $3 million a year for five

years,a 20 percent reduction from the

system’s current $16 million annual

energy bill.

The U.S.Department of Energy (DOE)

will provide expertise,training,and

contracting assistance to the partnership,

including establishing an energy-use

baseline and producing a

comprehensive energy retrofit plan for

the school system.

“At the local level,this partnership will

cut the schools’energy bills and give

students hands-on experience and

training,”said Secretary Peña. “There’s a

double benefit – any time we cut energy

consumption,we are reducing

greenhouse gases that contribute to

global warming.”

“We’ll be focusing on increasing

lighting efficiency,repairing and

replacing boilers and chillers,

and taking other steps to improve the

school atmosphere,with your help,”said

General Becton. The $3 million savings

will be used,he said, “to hire more

qualified teachers;buy computers,

books,and other instruction materials;

and improve the school security.”

Team Systems International,a

Washington,DC-based energy

management firm,is managing the 

project. They are joining DOE,the

school system,Friends of the Earth,and

others determined to make the school

system a model of facility renewal.

Chief Operating Officer Charles

Williams noted that Rebuild DC Public

Schools is the first K-12 school system to

take the lead role in a Rebuild America

Secretary Peña congratulates General
Becton at Wilson High School

Rebuild DC Public Schools 
Is 150th Partnership



View from DC
by Mark Bailey

With this issue marking the start of  the

newsletter’s second year,Rebuild America

Partner Update has been revised with a fresh

new look and refined content.

Partner Update provides a timely source of

news about the Rebuild America effort. Starting

with this issue,we’ll begin publishing Partner

Update on a bimonthly basis.

Six times a year,Partner Update will now

provide you with useful information on

partnership activities,industry trends and

program news.

With your suggestions in mind,we’ve added

more of what you want in these eight pages – 

features on people and partnerships,how-to

technical and financial articles,news from

Rebuild America,and more.

Please continue to let us know what you

want to read about in Partner Update,and send

us news about your activities,successes,and the

people who make your program work. Send

your comments and ideas to the address on the

back page.

Heading to Texas
If you haven’t already begun planning to

attend the 1998 Rebuild America National

Conference in San Antonio,now is the time!

We will send out registration packets in mid-

January. You can also visit the Rebuild America 

web site at www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/rebuild

to get information online.

With keynote presenters from the worlds of

energy and the environment,sessions on nearly

every aspect of building retrofits,and superb

local attractions,San Antonio promises to be the

best Rebuild America conference yet – you

won’t want to miss it!

You can contact Rebecca Penovich of D&R

International at (301) 588-9387,or e-mail

beckyp@drintl.com for more information.

Thanks,and see you in San Antonio.

Mark Bailey is the Rebuild America program
manager.
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partnership. “We are delighted that we’re

on the leading edge of this,”he said.

Dozens of students will participate in

the “Savings Through Energy Management”

education initiative. They will learn energy

auditing,planning,and

design,and identify cost-

saving energy opportunities in their

schools. Twenty-five public high school

students will also participate in a summer

internship program at DOE.

“We are going to make this high school

and the other 150 schools in the school

system a better place to learn and a better

place to work,”Secretary Peña said.

Students Rebuild DC Public Schools

Rebuild America 
161 partnerships and counting…

To learn more about Rebuild America, 
call 1-800-DOE-EREC or visit
www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/rebuild.
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