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The National Forum unveiled Rebuild

America’s 1999 National Energy Champion

Award winners in recognition of individual

and partnership contributions to improving

communities through energy efficiency.

Here is a roundup of the people and

partnerships behind the 12 awards

presented by U.S.Department of Energy

Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Ginsberg 

at the National Forum in Las Vegas on

August 10:

Double Honors Go To Oregon
Oregon took home two Energy

Champion Awards:

■ 1999 Rebuild America Partnership

of the Year Award – Portland

Partners for Energy Efficiency

Program, Portland Energy Office

■ 1999 Rebuild America Award for

Innovative Financial Management

– Rebuild Oregon, Oregon Office 

of Energy 

Rebuild America recognized Rebuild

America partnerships spearheaded by the

Portland Energy Office and the Oregon

Office of Energy for working to improve

Oregon communities by encouraging

businesses to save money and reduce

energy waste by investing in energy-

efficiency improvements.

Because of the Portland

Partners for Energy Efficiency

efforts,Portland area

businesses and local

government have made energy-efficiency

improvements in buildings totaling 47

million square feet during the past three

years,which is saving $5 million each year

in energy costs. Portland Energy Office

Senior Energy Program Manager Curt

Nichols,who manages the partnership,says

energy savings like these benefit both

businesses and the environment.

Portland and the rest of Oregon have an

advantage – in the form of a tax credit --

when it comes to encouraging business

investment in energy efficiency. Rebuild

America has honored the Oregon Office of

Energy for its vision in offering the Business

Energy Tax Credit that motivates Oregon to

save money and energy and reduce air

pollution by investing in energy-efficiency.

Oregon businesses may take a tax credit for

up to 35 percent of the cost of energy-

efficiency improvements.

Edwards Receives
Partnership Leader Award

■ Rebuild America Partnership

Leader of the Year – Hilary

Edwards of Rebuild Salisbury

Hilary Edwards,special programs

coordinator with the Salisbury Housing

Authority,was honored for her work with

Rebuild Salisbury to bring community and

quality of life improvements to public

housing residents.

Rebuild America recognized Edwards for

helping to create more affordable and

comfortable environments for public

housing residents in Salisbury and for her

outreach efforts to inform public housing

residents how they can save money by

saving energy.

Edwards supervised the energy-efficiency

renovation of a 21-building complex for

seniors and those with disabilities in

northeast Salisbury.

The upgrades

included the

installation of new

heating and cooling

systems – in a

complex that had

been without air

conditioning -- and

new insulation.

Edwards is also part

of a Salisbury Housing

Authority team that works with public

housing residents who have excessive

energy bills.

Hawaii Sweeps Three Awards
Hawaii was a triple winner of this year’s

Energy Champion Awards. The awards won

by Hawaii are:

■ Rebuild America State

Representative of the Year – Liz

Raman, Rebuild Hawaii State

■ Award for Energy Excellence in

State Government – State of Hawaii,

Rebuild Hawaii State program

■ Award for Energy Excellence in

Commercial Buildings – Hawaiian

Electric Co. (HECO)

The U.S.Department of Energy/Rebuild

America,the Hawaii Department of

Business,Economic Development &

Tourism (DBEDT) and HECO all have

worked collaboratively to improve energy

efficiency in commercial buildings in

Hawaii.

Liz Raman,an energy program specialist

in the Hawaii DBEDT and the State of

Hawaii were honored with Rebuild

America Energy Champion Awards for

working to develop a state-wide network of

community-based partnerships.

Raman used the leverage of the state

Sharon Hanson of
the Oregon Office
of Energy and
Curt Nichols of
the Portland
Energy Office
accept Energy
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Hilary Edwards accepts
Partnership Leader of
the Year Award.
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government to obtain funding for

community improvement projects that

involve energy savings for small businesses,

an Energy Smart Schools Project for training

high school students to be energy auditors,

and a “Greening the Campus”program at six

community colleges.

HECO was honored for helping small

businesses in Oahu achieve energy and cost

savings through its Energy $olutions for

Small Business program.

HECO launched a pilot program, Energy

$olutions for Small Business,to assist and

motivate small business to become energy

efficient,improve lighting and save money

on their electric bill.

Bond Named Program
Representative Of The Year

■ 1999 Rebuild America Program

Representative of the Year – Kirk

Bond of Aspen Systems Corp.

Kirk Bond,an energy engineer based in

Kansas City,MO,was awarded the Rebuild

America Program Representative of the Year

Award for his role in developing a national

network of Rebuild America partnerships

that focus on community improvement

through energy efficiency.

As manager for Rebuild America

partnership development,Bond has been

instrumental in training and preparing a

cadre of Rebuild America representatives

who are tasked with launching and

sustaining viable Rebuild America

partnerships in communities across the

country.

Philadelphia Wins Local
Government Honors

■ Rebuild America Award for Energy

Excellence in Local Government –

Philadelphia Municipal Energy

Office for Rebuild Philadelphia

Under the leadership of the Municipal

Energy Office, Rebuild Philadelphia has

made great strides in providing peer-to-peer

support to develop and establish other

municipal government-led Rebuild America

partnerships in Pennsylvania and Maryland.

The Energy Office was behind Mayor Ed

Rendell’s proclamations in 1998 and 1999

that advocate the use of Rebuild America as

a vehicle for reducing greenhouse emissions

and increasing the energy efficiency of the

built environment. The Energy Office

recognizes the value of undertaking

“showcase”energy retrofit projects to

capture public interest and support and was

instrumental in producing a video that

documented the partnership’s first major

retrofit of a popular public library. Another

high-visibility project,currently in design,is

the conversion of a 1930s elementary

school into a police forensic science center

(currently in design). The extensive energy-

efficiency improvements and sustainable

design measures are to include the

installation of a rooftop photovoltaic system.

Spearheaded by Energy Office Energy

Policy Director Michelle Knapik,Rebuild

Philadelphia has been a leader in developing

educational workshops about energy

efficiency for local non-profit organizations

and trade groups.

Ohio Housing Authority
Lauded

■ Rebuild America Award for Energy

Excellence in Public and Affordable

Housing – Stark Metropolitan

Housing Authority (OH), a Rebuild

Ohio partner 

Rebuild America is recognizing the Stark

Metropolitan Housing Authority for:

■ Bringing community and quality of life

improvements to public housing

residents through energy efficiency     

■ Helping to create more affordable and

Hawaii Triple Sweep Energy Champion Award
winners pose with U.S. Department of Energy
Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Ginsberg,
pictured at left. Next to him is Liz Raman, State
Partnership Representative of the Year; Sam
Nichols of Hawaiian Electric’s Energy $olutions
for Small Business program; and Maurice Kaya of
the Hawaii Department of Business, Economic
Development & Tourism, representing Rebuild
Hawaii State.

Kirk Bond, left, with Rebuild America Program
Manager Mark Bailey.

Michael Williams, right, director of maintenance
and development for SMHA, accepts
the 1999 Rebuild America Award for
Energy Excellence in Public and
Affordable Housing, from DOE’s
Mark Ginsberg. 9
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