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Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson (right)

joined Secretary of Education Richard Riley to

announce Energy Smart Schools,a new

initiative to cut school energy bills and reinvest

the savings in educating the nation’s children,

on October 5 at the National Symposium on

School Design in Washington,D.C.[see

September-October 1998 Partner Update].

Richardson said schools could save an

estimated 25 percent of the $6 billion they

spend annually on energy. The savings could

pay for 40 million new text books,30,000 new

teachers,or 1.5 million new computers every

year,he said.

The initiative’s 10-point action plan calls for

training school representatives about

innovative financing,building and renovating

energy-smart schools and modular classrooms,

and conducting technology demonstrations at

schools across the country. Richardson noted

that the process has already begun.

“Through DOE’s Rebuild America program,a

school in Tanana, Alaska,is saving $22,000

annually by cutting its energy use by 30

percent,”he said. “In Indio,California,the

Desert Sands Unified School District is using

energy savings performance contracts that

guarantee savings of over $300,000 each year

for 10 years. And right here,… Washington,

D.C.,schools will save an estimated $3 million

annually”through retrofit projects.

Helping Kids Learn
Educators voiced strong support for energy-

efficient schools that provide a healthy

environment during a session co-led by

Jonathan Schner of Vice President Gore’s office.

Key points included:

■ A teaching curriculum can be built

around the concept of good school

design.

■ Schools should be “centers of the

community”and designed to

accommodate community needs before

and after the regular school day.

■ Good design doesn’t have to cost more if

it’s incorporated into the plans early on.

■ Indoor air quality needs special attention

with the reported doubling of asthma

rates among children under age 12.

“What this is ultimately about is educating

our children,not quads of BTUs,”

Assistant Secretary of Energy Dan Reicher said

in a session devoted to energy efficiency,

“but [reducing those] is a means to an end of

helping kids learn.”

To learn more about Energy Smart 

Schools, call Mark Bailey at (202) 586-9445,

e-mail Joan Glickman at

joan.glickman@hq.doe.gov, or visit

www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/energysmart.

Energy Smart Schools Take Center Stage

Partnerships Sponsor Energy Events
Hawaii Energy Expo

The 1998 Efficient Electro-Technology Expo

& Conference on October 23 was a

resounding success. Cosponsored by Hawaii’s

Department of Business,Economic

Development & Tourism and the Hawaiian

Electric Company,the Expo attracted 350

participants and dignitaries from all over the

Pacific islands. A representative of Governor

Ben Cayetano presented Rebuild America’s

Mark Bailey with a special proclamation for the

program’s assistance with energy issues in

Hawaii. Rebuild America also recognized

partnerships for their outstanding work:

Rebuild Hawaii;Rebuild Hawaii State;

Rebuild Hawaii Island;Rebuild Hawaii

Schools;Rebuild Maui County;Rebuild

Kauai;the Hawaiian Electric Company;

Hawaii State Public Library System;

Hawaii Community Colleges;and the

University of Hawaii, School of

Architecture.

Rebuild Roanoke-Chowan
Energy Forum

The Rebuild Roanoke-Chowan

partnership is bringing new energy to business

in northeastern North Carolina. The

partnership held a special energy forum and

luncheon on October 22 for 100 building

owners in the region. Oak Ridge National

Laboratory presented results from building

audits conducted last summer as part of the 

Summer Youth Job Training Partnership Act

[see September-October 1998 Partner

Update].

Local bankers,Rebuild America

representatives,the North Carolina

Department of Commerce,and ENERGY STAR

Small Business representatives showed

building and business owners how to obtain

funding for energy retrofit projects.

Rebuild America’s national manager of 

customer service,Jeff Brown,presented

Rebuild Roanoke-Chowan with a Certificate of

Achievement.
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