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CITY LEADERS AND DOE PROGRAM BRING BUSINESSES TOGETHER TO ADDRESS AREA'S GROWING ENERGY CONCERNS

Henderson, Nevada ― The City of Henderson, America's fastest-growing city, and Rebuild America, a program of the U.S. Department of Energy, bring together national energy industry leaders to help the Southern Nevada community save energy and money by using energy more wisely in its buildings.  Rebuild America's "National Business Partners Meeting" will be held at Henderson's Black Mountain Golf and Country Club on June 13, 2000.  

While Henderson’s growth bodes well for its economy, it also creates energy needs, placing extreme demands on its energy generation and distribution systems. If the energy market tightens, prices may rise and adversely affect the local economy.  To address these concerns, Henderson Mayor James Gibson and Councilman Amanda Cyphers will join Housing & Grants Manager Skeet Fitzgerald and Rebuild America Business Partners at this one-day working meeting devoted to finding marketplace solutions to help manage their community's burgeoning energy use.  
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Rebuild America Business Partners are private-sector businesses that help communities realize the benefits of energy efficiency, including monetary savings, economic growth, environmental improvement, better quality of life, lower energy demand, and community involvement.  Councilman Cyphers explains: “Energy efficiency is a different way to save money for all.  As Henderson grows, so will the need for more power.  If we can reduce local energy costs by just 1%, we will have redirected $8,000,000 back into the local economy.”

Representatives from Rebuild America will present Certificates of Recognition to Mayor James Gibson, Councilman Amanda Cyphers, Housing & Grants Manager Skeet Fitzgerald, and several of the City's Partners at a ceremony during the meeting.  New Business Partners will receive plaques for their contributions to community development through energy efficiency. 

Paul Johnson, Seattle Regional Team Lead for the Department of Energy, says, "The community of Henderson should be commended on identifying energy use patterns that could present a real challenge for its leaders, and then bringing marketplace resources to bear on the problem."

Energy efficiency work has already begun in Henderson.  The City's Traffic Division is currently testing traffic signals to determine whether it should replace its iridescent signals with LED signals. The City’s Street Lighting Division reviewed approximately 500 inefficient streetlights owned by a local utility, and established a task force to explore financing to replace these lights and eventually transfer ownership to the city.  Another task force organized workshops to review and recommend energy-saving measures for the motors currently used in the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  The City sent plans for 5 new construction projects—a City Hall wing, 2 recreation centers, a fire station and a police substation—-to partner Nevada Power for design review.  Several recommendations were incorporated into the construction drawings, which will result in future energy savings to the City.  Nevada Power has already implemented a variety of successful energy efficiency programs, including audit and design review programs.

By implementing further efficiency measures, Henderson expects to see energy costs shrink dramatically over the next 20 years.  Mayor Gibson says, “Rebuild America is the perfect delivery platform for efficiency in Henderson's thriving economy.  The City plans to save thousands of dollars annually by implementing measures suggested by Rebuild America.  With its Business Partners educating us on the latest energy technologies, we combine fiscal responsibility and a cleaner, more efficient energy future."
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Rebuild America is committed to helping communities across America be stronger, cleaner, and more environmentally and economically sound through smarter energy use.  The program starts with building renovation—and expands from there—to include renewable energy, efficient new building design, energy education, and other innovative energy and resource conservation measures in a community.  Ultimately, communities benefit from revitalized neighborhoods and main streets, improved school facilities, better low-income housing, and the positive economic impact brought by keeping local dollars at home.

Rebuild America Business Partners include equipment manufacturers, utilities, energy service companies or consultants, general contractors, engineers, financial institutions, and many others.  A Business Partner advances the goals of Rebuild America by expanding the resource base of free, discounted, and for-fee products and services to community partnerships.  
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