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She didn’t start out to build an “incredibly flexible

program,”she said. It just happened. Luckily though,Lynn

Chamberlin,architect for the Nebraska Energy Office and

program contact for Rebuild Nebraska,knows how to

make the most of a good thing.

Now in its second year,Rebuild Nebraska has 65 local

partners with a total of 224 buildings. Ten are marketing

partners,like Nebraska Public Power District (a statewide

wholesale and retail electric utility) and the City of

Beatrice,who encourage their own customers and clients

to join [Summer 1997 Partner Update].

The other 55 are building owners,for whom Rebuild

Nebraska conducts free energy audits and provides

reports detailing energy-saving opportunities.

“We provide building owners with options,information

and financing opportunities,”Chamberlin said,“and they

make the decisions.”

Rebuild Nebraska’s partners include traditional main

street “mom & pops,”housing authorities and small-

building owners all across the state. They aim for 25

percent cost savings per building,depending on the

building’s condition.

“We’re right in there,”Chamberlin said,adding she

expects to work on long-term savings and data

compilation this year.
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They say you can’t change history,but

you can bring down its energy costs.

Historic buildings can be expensive to

run. Older windows,outdated heating

and cooling systems,and inefficient

lighting are all common problems of

landmark architecture.

While many would agree these

buildings are worth saving,the thought

of dealing with historic district councils

and architectural approval boards can be

daunting.

Special regulations regarding the

appearance of historic landmarks are

often created to preserve the integrity of

entire neighborhoods.

But as two Rebuild America

partnerships have discovered,the

combination of historic restoration 

and energy efficiency can result in

powerful transformations.

Citizen Involvement
The town of Woodland, North

Carolina, hopes to reap the benefits of

energy efficiency when the Woodland-

Olney School is renovated for use as low-

income housing for senior citizens.

After the Interior Department

designated the building a historic

landmark,the non-profit Choanoke Area

Development Association secured

special tax credits. These and low-

income housing credits were used to

obtain loans,according to Sallie Surface,

the Association’s executive director.

“This building is integral to this little

community,”she said,and the town’s

1,000 citizens are actively involved.

Seniors will be able to come to the

school for meal programs,adult day care

services and recreation programs.Many

were once students in the school.

Designation did have its drawbacks.

The process of securing funds took two

years,for instance. “Because it is

historic…and low income,we have had

to jump through certain hoops,”she said.

The Woodland-Olney school 
will soon be senior housing

Using Old Schools In 
New Ways Pays Off



Partnership Briefs
The City of San Diego has completed

energy retrofits in 2.3 million square feet of

building space over the last three years,out

of 6 million square feet overall [Summer

1997 Partner Update]. To date,the city has

saved over 2.8 million kilowatt hours of

electricity from the retrofits,according to

Adam Saling,the city’s sustainable building

coordinator. He noted the city has applied

for the Environmental Protection Agency’s

Energy Star Buildings and Green Lights

Partner of the Year award. “We’re

considering doing a city-wide audit to find

out in more detail what can be done.

We’re trying to concentrate on larger

facilities where the potential is greatest to

save energy,”Saling said.

For more information, contact Adam

Saling at (619) 492-5018.

Public housing authorities in North

Carolina,already the lead partners in three

Rebuild America partnerships,are now

developing three regional partnerships that

potentially could include more than 100

public housing agencies.Lawrence Wilson,

director of the North Carolina Office of

Economic Opportunity,said Rebuild

America “is exactly the kind of initiative

that we should be supporting with a local

community block grant plan.” In May,

North Carolina’s Rebuild America team will

present a half-day course on building

community partnerships at the Affordable

Comfort ‘98 conference.

For more information, contact Jeff Brown,

the North Carolina program

representative, at (919) 478-4958.

Mayor Jeff Griffin and state Senator

Randolph Townsend kicked off Reno,

Nevada’s partnership in December 1997.

The program could cut the city’s energy

bill by 20 percent in 170 buildings by

2000. Reno currently spends about $1.5

million a year for electricity alone. Alice

Parsons,the city’s building technical

services manager,said a city-wide energy

audit will commence soon,and retrofits

will begin in September. “It’s extremely

important for us that Rebuild America has

no proprietary interests and is a technical

resource people can be confident in,”

Senator Townsend said.

For more information, contact Alice

Parsons at (702) 334-2240.

Finding Local Champions
At first,Chamberlin and her partner Kirk

Conger,Energy Office staff engineer,didn’t

know who their partners would be. So they

recruited champions like regional utilities and

went around the state promoting the value of

energy efficiency to small-building owners.

What they found was the value of working

directly with business owners.

“In one small town with four businesses on

main street,one business owner called us and

we went down to audit her building,”

Chamberlin said. “We ended up helping three

of the four because she took us around and

introduced us.”

Now,Chamberlin said,she knows “it’s

incredibly helpful to have someone who

knows the people and buildings – to have

someone local.”

Local partners are doing so much,in fact,

that Chamberlin and Conger do very little

marketing. After helping the Scottsbluff

Housing Authority,for example,the Authority’s

director was invited

to speak at a

statewide meeting of

housing 

authorities. Five

joined Rebuild

Nebraska in the next

three days.

A Lifetime of Learning
Chamberlin has a background in

architecture,which she practiced for six years

before joining the Energy Office nine years

ago. She’s also a Certified Energy Manager

and Certified Lighting Energy Professional.

She puts those skills to work on her house,

she said,when she’s not taking care of her

dogs Reao and Mimi or traveling to see her

family.

Her familiarity with intensive studying also

helps her interact with the students she

works with. “We did an Energy Week in

Chadron,Nebraska,and the people signing up

building owners were high school students. It

was a busy week – we audited seven

buildings,taught science classes and took

students on field trips,”she said.

Rebuild Nebraska also trains undergraduate

architecture students in energy efficiency

through a year-long internship,Chamberlin

said. “Most of our graduates are architects

who are getting hired because of their energy

background.”

Building Awareness
Chamberlin and Conger both expect

Rebuild Nebraska to keep growing. They

have already seen “a shift in the culture – a

main-street awareness of reducing energy

costs,”they said.

“What amazes me about the program is it

continues to evolve,”Chamberlin said. “Our

marketing partners all look at different angles

and think, ‘this is a good time

for this.’”
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