
Regional News

With the expansion of the Rebuild America newsletter, we have

added a new feature focusing on the activities and events of

DOE’s regional support offices. We will rotate coverage of specific

regions in each issue.

Mid-Atlantic Region
The energyNOW conference,hosted by DOE’s Philadelphia

Regional Support Office January 6-8,drew nearly 200 people

from the mid-Atlantic region. The three-day event focused on the

opportunities in efficiency and cost savings afforded by the current

deregulatory environment. Representing Rebuild America were

National Program Manager Mark Bailey,who moderated the

Community Energy Project Partnerships session;Rebuild America

Program Representative Kirk Bond,who presented an overview

of Rebuild America;and Mayor Fred Sissine of the City of Mount

Rainier (MD) partnership,who discussed renovating the City’s

police station with the assistance of Rebuild America.energyNOW

was co-sponsored by the U.S.General Services Administration and

Washington Gas.

Southeast Region
Rebuild America Makes Prime Time…In February,Rebuild

America was the focus of a live one-hour television program on the

North Carolina Public Broadcast System and 200 other cable

stations nationwide. The panel of guests on the February 18

program included Charles Young,Rebuild America program

representative;Cynthia Moseley,Rebuild America program

representative from the North Carolina Department of Commerce;

Ted Alexander,executive director of the Uptown Shelby

Association (Rebuild Shelby) and Sallie Surface,executive

director,Choanoke Area Development Association,Inc.(Rebuild

Roanoke-Chowan).The cable access show,sponsored by the

North Carolina Department of Commerce,provided an overview of

the Rebuild America program followed by a Q&A session. Audience

questions focused on historic preservation,retrofitting school

buildings,developing and strengthening partnerships,and on how

to find out more about Rebuild America.

Midwest Region
The Chicago Regional Support Office (CRSO) has captured

its mission with a new tagline:“Your Source for Strategies and

Solutions.” According to Juli Pollitt,the CRSO chose this tagline

because the office doesn’t market energy efficiency per se;rather,it

helps communities and businesses identify their issues and then

proposes solutions that use energy efficiency and renewables. The

Rebuild America program is a key element in that approach,

because the CRSO will use the program to link new and existing

partnerships with other DOE programs.

The Rosebud Sioux tribe in Mission,SD,the first Native American

tribe to join Rebuild America,is positioning itself to become a player in

the energy sector. The tribe is setting up a Tribal Utility Authority

(TUA). As its first action,the TUA is taking steps to receive an allocation

of hydropower from dams in the western states along the Missouri

River. This marks the first time the tribes will have direct control over

the generation and transmission of power on the reservations.

The Rosebud Sioux and Lower Brule Sioux Tribe,another Rebuild

America partnership,are among 28 tribes in the Great Plains that are

eligible to receive a hydropower allocation from the Western Area

Power Administration (WAPA),a subgroup of the Department of

Energy.

The Rosebud Sioux must submit an Integrated Resources Plan to

WAPA as a precursor to receiving its hydropower allocation. The 

tribe is approaching this as an opportunity to develop a blueprint 

for wise energy use over the long-term by emphasizing renewable

energy and sustainable development,according to Bob Gough ,

attorney for the tribe.

“Getting power delivered to the reservation at lower rates is only

part of the picture,”he says.

The tribe also plans to develop solar and wind power,notes

Deanna Braunlin of GAVIN Consulting,Inc.,who is working with

the tribe to develop the TUA,evaluate projects,and recommend

energy policy.

“What they do today is important if they are to strategically position

themselves as players in the market tomorrow,” says Braunlin,a former

state legislator from Nevada.“The work they are doing will serve as a

template for other tribes.”

For more information, contact Rebuild America Program

Representative Doug Avery at (310) 798-6927 or e-mail

dougavery@earthlink.net
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