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Smith Tackles the
Rockies

Rebuild America’s

message to make

buildings more energy

efficient has found fertile

soil in Rocky Mountain

country. Under the

capable leadership of

Linda Smith,program

manager with the Governor’s Office of Energy

Conservation,Rebuild Colorado has signed on 66

partners across the state,including school districts,

colleges,cities,counties,hospitals and public housing

complexes. Most joined within the last eight months.

Five state agencies that served as the program’s

“training ground”are saving the state $8 million 

annually through performance contracting,which allows

tomorrow’s energy savings to pay for today’s investments

in efficient equipment.

What accounts for the enthusiastic response in

Colorado?  For starters,the message of improving facilities

with no up-front expenditures resonates well among

building managers. Then add the program’s inclusive

approach to attracting key players and its educational

efforts to stimulate interest in performance contracting.

“Our hallmark is to offer free on-site,hands-on

assistance,”Smith says. “When we visit a school district

we try to meet with the facilities manager,
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Making Schools 
“Energy Smart” By Dan Reicher

Linda Smith

As a new school year begins,

administrators,parents,teachers and

kids face the severe infrastructure

problems in America’s school buildings.

Consider some revealing statistics:

■ the U.S.General Accounting 

Office reports a $112 billion 

national backlog of needed school

maintenance and repair exists;

■ one-third of all schools report at 

least one building in need of 

extensive repair or replacement;

and

■ according to the American 

Association of School 

Administrators,74 percent of 

schools were built prior to 1960.
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With the deregulation of the

electric industry,Native American

leaders are stepping up their

efforts to address the high cost of

energy,the demand for cleaner

energy and the need for energy

education in their communities.

They’re finding some solutions

through Rebuild America.

The Rosebud Sioux of

Rosebud,South Dakota,was the first

Native American tribe to form a Rebuild

America partnership,followed by the

neighboring Lower Brule Sioux.

Rebuild America program

representatives Doug Avery and Dave

Waltzman have also met with the

Navajo,Yavapai Apache and Standing

Native American Tribes 
Are Saving Energy, Money

Dan Reicher (left) accepted a traditional Lakota star 
quilt on behalf of DOE from Rose Cordier.



Rebuild America is proud to add these 14

new partnerships to the many communities 

and businesses nationwide that are saving 

money through energy efficiency.

View from DC
By Mark Bailey

More than a new school year starts this fall.

We spent the summer training and energizing

our regional customer service teams. Our

objective is to improve our customer service

and ensure that decisions are made at 

as local a level as possible.

Trained and dedicated program

representatives are Rebuild America’s front line

in supporting community partnerships. They

answer partners’questions,help them complete

action plans,and connect them to assistance

services from Rebuild America and elsewhere..

Rebuild America’s greatest strength is the

quality of support we provide our 200

partnerships nationwide. Through our new

regional teams,partnerships have the resources

of the U.S.Department of Energy essentially “at

their fingertips.”

Below are the names,phone numbers and e-

mail addresses of the team leaders in DOE’s

regional support offices. Jeff Brown,based in

North Carolina,is Rebuild America’s national

manager of customer service.

■ Atlanta:Steve Hortin,(404) 347-0239,

steve.hortin@hq.doe.gov

■ Boston:Greg Davoren,(617) 565-9706,

greg.davoren@hq.doe.gov

■ Chicago:Juli Pollitt,(312) 886-8571,

juli.pollitt@hq.doe.gov

■ Denver:Dave Waltzman,(303) 275-4821,

dave.waltzman@hq.doe.gov

■ Philadelphia:Bob Hendron,

(215) 656-6974,

robert.hendron@hq.doe.gov

■ Seattle:Paul Johnson,(206) 553-2154,

paul.johnson@hq.doe.gov

I encourage everyone to let us know about

your successes and lessons learned. Contact

information for Partner Update is on the back

cover. Thank you.

Mark Bailey is the Rebuild America national

program manager.

Rock Sioux to discuss opportunities for

the revitalization of tribal buildings.

The Rosebud Sioux alone expect to

achieve a 20 percent energy savings in

reservation schools and tribal and casino

buildings through energy retrofits.

“Energy issues are important to us and

something we as a people need to do

something about,”says Rosebud Sioux Vice

President Rose Cordier. “Before Rebuild

America and organizations like the

Intertribal Council on Utility Policy,when

the subject of utilities or efficiency came

up in council meetings,everyone would

have to make phone calls. Now,people

are listening.”

A Landmark Agreement
On June 10,1998,in a special ceremony

at U.S.Department of Energy (DOE)

headquarters in Washington,DC,Cordier

presented a traditional Lakota

star quilt to Dan Reicher,

assistant secretary for energy efficiency

and renewable energy,on behalf of the

Rosebud Sioux.

The quilt was given in thanks for DOE’s

continuing commitment to energy issues

for Native American people and to signify

the landmark agreement between the

Rosebud Sioux and Rebuild America.

As a Native American drum group

performed honor songs for the gathering,

Cordier shared the quilt-giving tradition of

her people. She explained that during

World War II,Lakota women made quilts

for their relatives in the service. Making

and giving the quilts was an important

activity for the women and reminded their

far-flung loved ones that they still had a

connection to the people.

Since then,receiving a star quilt is a

great honor.Reicher accepted the quilt on

behalf of DOE.

To learn more about Rebuild America, 
call 1-800-DOE-EREC or visit
www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/rebuild. U.S. 

Dept. of Energy

S.M.
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Native American Partnerships
Continued from page 1

Asheville, NC, YMI Cultural Center

Atlanta, GA, Emory University

Bartow, FL, Rebuild Central Florida 

Bremerton, WA, Resource Efficiency      

Management Inc.

City of Davis, CA

City of Henderson, NV

City of Philippi, WV

Las Vegas, NV, Nevada Power Company

Montgomery, AL, Center for Entreprenurial

Development 

Newark, NJ, Prudential Insurance 

Company

Oakland, CA, Schiller Associates

Reno, NV, E-Three

Treasure Coast, FL, Rebuild Florida's 

Gulfstream

Yellow Springs, OH, Antioch College


