
Governor Ben Nelson re c o g n i ze d
Nebraska Public Power D i s t ri c t
( N P P D ) for committing to help the
s t a t e’s residents save money and improve
their communities through energy
e f f i c i e n c y.

NPPD is the newest partner of
Rebuild Ne b r a s k a , the State En e r g y
Of f i c e’s Rebuild America program. A
signing ceremony was held in Ma rch in
Lincoln. The publicly-owned electric
company provides retail and wholesale
electricity to customers in 86 of
Ne b r a s k a’s 93 counties.

“ Nebraska Public Power District is
pleased to be partnering with the
Nebraska Energy Office in the ‘Re b u i l d

Ne b r a s k a’ program,” said CEO Bi l l
Mayben, adding that, “NPPD has a rich
tradition of working with its customers
to constantly help them find ways to use
energy more efficiently. ”

“We are fortunate [to have] an
e xceptional, award-winning En e r g y
Office,” Nelson said. “Nebraska has
accepted the challenge of re c ruiting 150
Rebuild partners in the next three years.” 

Nelson noted that Ne b r a s k a
consumers spent $3.4 billion on energy
in 1995. Rebuild Nebraska aims to
a c h i e ve a 25% reduction in energy
consumption in participating buildings
by 1999.

When you call Cristina Klein, she answe r s .
In the 1960s, she answe red President John F.

Ke n n e d y’s “call to service.” As a Peace Corps
vo l u n t e e r, she managed an earthquake relief pro g r a m
f rom a tent pitched near the Iran-Afghanistan bord e r.

Last ye a r, she answe red another call, this time
f rom Alaska Energy Di rector Pe rcy Fr i s by. He wanted
her to manage Rural Alaskans Conserve E n e r gy
( R AC E ), the state’s Rebuild America pro g r a m .

The goals for RACE are ambitious: saving energy
in remote communities accessible only by small plane
or boat. The high cost of transporting fuel, combined
with extremely cold temperatures, make saving energy
a challenge.

A l a s k a’s program focuses on schools and other
large buildings in villages that typically have 500 or
f ewer residents. RACE also aims to teach energy
c o n s e rvation to the next generation.

Originally from San Francisco, and armed with an
MA in Economics from the Un i versity of California,
Be rk e l e y, Klein has administered community
p rograms in Chicago; worked with public television
in Khartoum, Sudan; and taught English in Os a k a ,
Ja p a n .

After working as a gem dealer in South America
( “rubies are my favo r i t e s”), she moved to the
Un i versity of Alaska, Anchorage, where she was a



NPPD will provide services in thre e
a reas of the Rebuild Nebraska pro g r a m ,
Grennan said. They will help their re t a i l
and wholesale customers learn about
energy efficiency technologies, how to
apply them to save money, and ways to
finance pro j e c t s .

With the Energy Office, the utility will
train student interns and provide office

space. They will also help promote and
m a rket the program statewide, including
c reating materials and identifying
additional part n e r s .

“ Rebuild Nebraska is about bringing
g reater energy efficiency to commerc i a l
businesses and multi-family facilities in
Nebraska,” Grennan said. That “is
i m p o rtant to each of them and to us in ...

holding costs down for all of our
c u s t o m e r s . ”

Lynn Chamberlin, the Re b u i l d
Nebraska coord i n a t o r, said she is ve ry
e xcited about NPPD’s participation. “T h i s
will fit in nicely with our program,” she
said. “We’ll be able to replicate their effort s
to invo l ve communities.”

When San Di e g o’s En v i ronmental Se rvices Division (ESD)
needed extra space, Di rector Richard Hays and Ma yor Su s a n
Golding decided to create an environmentally sound work p l a c e
that would showcase sustainable building practices.

The result is the 73,000 square-foot Gre e n h a ven at
R i d g e h a ven. The city bought it for $3 million and spent $2.4
million on re n ovations and system upgrades. T h a t’s a bargain
c o m p a red to the $8.2 million a new building would have cost.

Hays noted, “the objectives of the Ridgehaven project we re to
‘walk the talk,’ and to demonstrate that we could do with limited
re s o u rces what we hoped other people would be able to do in the
c o m m u n i t y. And that’s to build an environmentally sound, energy
efficient, water conserving facility, within budget, that will save
time and money. ”

The Ridgehaven project was designed to incorporate gre e n
principles, including construction materials that:

•  we re minimally toxic and non-carc i n o g e n i c ;

•  m i n i m i zed the growth of mildew and bacteria; and

•  we re already in place or we re re c ycled, re c yclable or re n ew a b l e .

The building re n ovation also focused on modifying the
H VAC system to provide high-quality indoor air and pre ve n t i n g
contamination of the building and systems during constru c t i o n .

San Diego Gas & Electric contributed $300,000 for energy 
and environmental efficiency measures (EEMs) and development 

of Ridgehaven as a national model. The Electric Power Re s e a rc h
Institute provided $75,000 in matching funds for energy
consulting fees.

EEMs installed at Ridgehaven included high-efficiency water
s o u rce heat pumps and high-performance spectrally selective
w i n d ow film.  Full task and ambient lighting at 0.73 watts/square
foot was also installed.

R i d g e h a ven is saving approximately $84,000 a ye a r, a 65%
reduction in energy use. The building was re c o g n i zed as
“e xe m p l a ry” by the San Diego Chapter of the American In s t i t u t e
of Architects and won the prestigious 1996 National Pu b l i c
Technology Aw a rd for Sustainable De ve l o p m e n t .

R i d g e h a ven is serving as a model for Rebuild San Di e g o.
Their goal is to “become a leader in environmental conserva t i o n
and re s o u rce management in the 21st century,” according to their
action plan.

Rebuild San Diego is aiming for 25% energy savings in
re t rofitted buildings, and 40% savings in new buildings
c o n s t ructed to “g re e n” standards. Their initial focus is on
re t rofitting city buildings, assuring “g reen building” design
s t a n d a rds, and addressing city infrastru c t u re .

A l re a d y, the San Diego City Council is re v i ewing a pro p o s e d
Green Building policy. Ma n d a t o ry for the city and vo l u n t a ry for
the private sector, it would re q u i re future development to
incorporate standards of health and conservation, energy efficiency,
and outreach and education.


