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Since the 1930s,the Fallon Paiute-

Shoshone tribes have lived in a quiet

community amid farms and ranches near

the town of Fallon,NV. Most homes on

the reservation were built nearly 40 years

ago with U.S.Department of Housing and

Urban Development (HUD) funds and

according to their specifications.

Nearly 200 HUD homes on the

reservation are in need of rehabilitation,

which provides an optimal opportunity

for reducing energy consumption. Saving

energy is critical,as propane prices have

increased by nearly 50 percent in recent

months. To mitigate these concerns,the

tribal council has teamed with Allie

Smith,the Nevada state Rebuild America

representative,to form a Rebuild America

partnership to address energy-efficiency

opportunities in housing and community

buildings on the reservation.

Field Training
The Fallon tribes hosted a workshop

June 6-7 that integrated both health and

energy issues and drew 22 participants.

Topics addressed included moisture in

crawlspaces,elevated radon levels,and

asbestos in ceilings and wallboard,while

discussions outlined renewable energy

sources and opportunities for using

environmentally sustainable materials in

renovation projects. Hands-on field

training focused on auditing methods and

diagnostic tools,featuring blower door,

crawlspace inspection and energy rating

software demonstrations. The event

succeeded in demonstrating how proper

rehabilitation results in healthy housing

while reducing energy use.

For more information about Rebuild

Nevada or the event, contact Allie

Smith at 702-895-0539 or email

rebuildnevada@hotmail.com.

Nevada Tribe Takes Hands-On
Approach to Energy Issues

Paul Knight shows homeowner Sue Keller-Lynch her home’s efficiency readings following a 
blower door test.

Greg Andrews

is Team Leader

of DOE’s

Atlanta

Regional Office.

Vital Statistics:
Resides in

Mableton,GA,with his wife,Darlene;15-year-

old son,Ryan,who consumes mass quantities

of food and resources;and one dog,Max,an

English Cocker Spaniel. Daughter Chene is

20-something,married and lives nearby.

Most rewarding aspect of your work: 
Seeing the positive and lasting impact that a

successful project can have on a community.

Your greatest Rebuild America challenge: 
Helping an organization take plans and turn

them into projects.

How you like to spend your spare time:
Fishing.

Something you haven’t tried but think you’d
be good at: Golf.I watched Tiger Woods at

the U.S.Open.How hard could it be?

A book or film you recommend:
Film: The Green Mile

Book: The Ecology of Commerce by Paul

Hawkins ($25 reward to anyone who actually

finished it)

Where you’d live, if you could live
anywhere in the world:
Part year residence – St.Simons Island,GA

(because it features the two great building

blocks of human existence – fishing and

beer);San Francisco,CA (it’s everything a great

city should be);Lake Victoria,East Africa (the

world’s most perfect sunrise).
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