
Partnership Briefs
On September 26,Rebuild Philadelphia

celebrated the reopening of the newly

retrofitted Northeast Regional Library,the

flagship project in the partnership’s action

plan.Philadelphia’s Free Library and the City’s

Municipal Energy Office,with help from

Rebuild America and the U.S.Environmental

Protection Agency’s ENERGY STAR Buildings

Program,installed energy-efficient windows,

lighting,computers,and heating/cooling

equipment in the building.Mayor Edward

Rendell lauded the project as an example of

how public and private interests can work

together to benefit the community. The

partnership created a video chronicling its

efforts to revitalize the building.

For additional information, contact

Michelle Knapik of the Philadelphia

Municipal Energy Office at (215) 686-3957.

Three communities are helping Rebuild

West Virginia improve 600,000 square feet

of Main Street building space,according to

Monica Miller,state coordinator of Main Street

West Virginia.Main Street Ripley is holding a

workshop to incorporate the ongoing work

on a city building and historic theater into its

action plan. Main Street Philippi is

currently auditing two buildings and recently

met with community and business leaders to

discuss Rebuild America. Main Street

Morgantown has begun work on a historic

hotel. Rebuild West Virginia’s local partners

have access to energy audits,technical

assistance and a statewide network of

experts. They are also eligible for financial

assistance.

For more information, contact Judy Dyer

of Rebuild West Virginia at (304) 558-0350

or e-mail judyd@wvdo.org.

The City of Richland, Washington, is

offering low-interest loans through its

revolving loan program for ENERGY STAR-

approved appliances,including dishwashers,

clothes washers,refrigerators and freezers.

The loans are part of the city’s program to

encourage energy conservation

improvements;they round out offerings

including building insulation,replacement

windows and heat pumps. “There has been

considerable customer demand for appliance

loans for some time now,”said Larry Dunbar,

the city’s resource manager. “At the Rebuild

America national conference,we were

encouraged to keep the program

development effort going. Thanks are in order

… for the guidance [they] offered my staff.”

For more information, contact Larry

Dunbar at (509) 942-7432 or e-mail

ldunbar@ci.richland.wa.us.

University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill,

joined Duke University’s facilities

management staff 20 years ago,it was as an

HVAC mechanic. From there he moved on to

building controls,then building automation

and,more recently,energy management.

He was impressed by the significant energy

savings that could be achieved with efficiency

improvements and worked with FMD's

energy team to develop and implement a

campus-wide energy-conservation program.

During his search for resources and help, he

and FMD Director Jerry Black came across

Rebuild America and their plans began to gel.

Rebuild Duke University Facilities is now

into its second year of a seven-year program

aimed at achieving energy savings of

$600,000 and 42.1 billion BTUs annually.

Improvements to date to the 114 buildings on

campus include:

■ retrofits and upgrades to lighting

systems throughout campus,including

electronic ballasts,T8 lamps,motion

sensors and LED exit signs;

■ introducing water conservation

measures campus-wide using domestic 

and non-domestic water-consuming and

steam heating equipment;and

■ installing aerators and low-flow flush

valves in restrooms.

Moving Forward
The next step – implementation of the

HVAC systems retrofitting – will yield the

greatest energy-efficiency gains for the

program.The partnership plans to begin 

with the five buildings on campus that

consume the most energy per square-foot.

The buildings range from 150,000 square 

feet to 400,000 square feet.

Introducing variable air volume systems,

replacing aging chillers,and setting up chill

water systems on a loop to serve multiple

buildings are part of the scope of work,

said Friedman.

Friedman said the biggest challenge facing

Rebuild Duke University is locating adequate

funds to implement energy improvements.

Rebuild Duke succeeded in persuading the

university’s Board of Trustees to finance the 

initial energy-efficiency improvements with 

a 6-year loan. One year later the partnership is

on track and proving the soundness of 

its approach and its creditworthiness. The

partnership has met its loan repayment

obligations each month and was able to

reinvest a portion of the energy savings from

the first year into water conservation and

other improvements. For example,the

Rebuild Duke energy team installed a

processed water loop to reclaim and

recirculate water used to cool equipment.

A North Carolina native and life-long

resident,Friedman takes engineering courses

on occasion at Duke and enjoys reading,the

outdoors and spending time

with his 7-year-old daughter. 3
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