
The Episcopal Church of California and

ReEnergize East Bay have joined forces to

move the Church and its faithful to a greener

future by supporting renewable energy and

energy efficiency and embarking on an

environmental awareness campaign. Eighty-

seven Episcopalian churches in the San

Francisco Bay Area are participating in the

launch of this effort. This development is

catching on at the national level and has

significant potential for Rebuild America

involvement with congregations of all

denominations throughout the country. The

Episcopal Church of the United States was

ripe for the Rebuild America message

following its decree at its 1997 national

convention,in response to global climate

change,to pursue good “stewardship of

God’s creation."  The Church passed a

resolution calling on its members to adopt

energy-efficient practices.

The Rebuild America program dovetails

nicely with the commitment of Church

leadership to involve its congregation in an

extensive “greening up”effort,according to

Richard Flood, leader of the ReEnergize

East Bay partnership. Flood has nurtured this

alliance since his initial meetings with two

Episcopalian churches in Berkeley a few

months ago. The national Church leadership

got word of the Rebuild America program

through its California diocese and liked what

it heard.

Putting Words into Action
The Church has established a group called

Episcopal Power & Light (EP&L) to lead their

environmental activities. Episcopal Power is

the environmental arm of the church -- not to

be confused with a utility. Among other

ambitions,EP&L is negotiating procurement

of 100 percent renewable-generated

electricity through Green Mountain Energy,a

Vermont utility. The utility is offering

electricity service to the churches and

parishioners at attractive rates that are 5

percent below the baseline rates established

by the California Power Exchange.

Here's how the program is set up in

California:

■ Green Mountain Energy is donating

$250 to churches that buy 100 percent

renewable power from them. This

money will be used to conduct energy

audits. Green Mountain will also donate

$35 to each respective church for every

church member that signs up for

residential service. These funds will help

pay for installation of energy-saving

improvements. About 15,000

parishioners representing an estimated

5,000 households in this diocese are

eligible to participate.

■ ReEnergize will conduct the energy

audits of churches and make

recommendations for improvements.

Churches may select ReEnergize,which

is a licensed general contractor,or

another contractor to perform the

installation work.

■ The program will have a welfare-to-work

component where Community Energy

Services,Inc.,the parent organization of

ReEnergize,will provide on-the-job

training to help welfare recipients

master the necessary skills to become

electricians. ReEnergize provides

construction training under Department

of Housing and Urban Development-

funded programs.

While the churches are rounding up

parishioner funds to pay for energy

improvements,ReEnergize is bolstering

church coffers with financing from the

nonprofit Local Economic Assistance
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Here’s one more reason not to miss the

1999 Rebuild America National Forum,August

9-11,at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas:Denis

Hayes. Hayes,the national coordinator of the

first Earth Day in 1970,will address the Forum

on August 11. Hayes was also at the helm of

Earth Day 1990. Now the chair and chief

executive officer of the Earth Day Network,he

will share his organization’s plans for an

international Earth Day 2000 and address how

Rebuild America’s community partnerships

can fully participate in this millennium event.

Sponsorship Opportunities
Available!

This year’s Forum will build upon the

successes of our previous national forums and

focus on four key tracks:Partnership

Development;Project Implementation;Project

Financing;and Community Sustainability.

Nevada Power is this year’s premier host

sponsor and is proud to welcome community

partnerships and energy professionals to one

of the fastest growing states in the country. As

a key partner to Rebuild Henderson,Nevada

Power is at the forefront of promoting energy

technology for the 21st century.

To receive sponsorship information,e-mail

rebuildamerica@drintl.com or contact Susan

Gardner at (301) 588-9387.

For details on the conference,

look for your registration 3Continued on page 11 
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Roundup
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invest over $11 million to retrofit 8.3 million

square feet of facilities. They anticipate utility

savings of over $2.5 million per year with a

payback period of just over four years.

Far West
Wireless in Seattle…The number of

Rebuild America partnerships in the Seattle

Region is growing rapidly with 73

partnerships in eight states and two

territories,according to Seattle Regional Team

Leader Paul Johnson. As an outreach tool of

the Seattle Region's Peer Exchange service,an

e-mail list serve has been set up to enable the

expanding western ranks of the Rebuild

America family to maintain quality

communications. Washington State

University's Energy Program has agreed to

develop and maintain this list serve which

allows partnerships to provide regular

updates on regional Rebuild America

developments,accomplishments,and

opportunities.

If you have questions or are interested in

participating in this electronic exchange,

contact Laurie Brown at laurie.brown@

hq.doe.gov.

West
A school district that plans to invest

$1.5 million in capital improvements is the

newest partner of the Texas

Rebuild/Brazos Valley Energy

Conservation Coalition partnership. The

College Station Independent School District

(CSISD) represents 11 school buildings with

over 915,000 square feet and spends over

$800,000 in utility costs each year. The

District plans to achieve annual energy

savings of approximately $183,000 per year

through improvements that include:replacing

chillers,boilers and DX units;upgrading and

replacing lighting in all schools;upgrading

energy management controls and other

energy management systems;improving

irrigation controls for water efficiency;and

initiating continuous building commissioning.

CSISD joins five other school districts and five

other public institutions that are with the

Rebuild Texas/Brazos Valley partnership. The

partnership is proceeding with plans to

"Expanding Our Network - New

Resource Opportunities for Peers" is the

theme of the Seattle region’s Peer Exchange

Meeting set for June 23-24 at the prestigious

Presidio in San Francisco. This gathering will

showcase new and exciting resources

available to help community partnerships in

the region. Attendees will be encouraged to

seek ways to apply these resources to

broaden and strengthen their partnerships

and help them develop successful projects.

As a Rebuild America partner,the Presidio

offers an opportunity to see a partnership at

work while providing an ideal location for a

meeting. The meeting will foster open and

interactive exchanges in presenting the

challenges of implementing successful

community partnerships and will follow a

format similar to the one used at the Peer

Exchange held last fall in San Diego.

Organizations from outside the Rebuild

America program will present a variety 

of resources to help plan and 

implement partnership programs.

For more information, contact 

Paul Johnson at paul.johnson@

hq.doe.gov or (206) 553-2154.
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The national Episcopal Church's
“declaration of stewardship” involves:

■ Personal awareness and a
conserving lifestyle in the use of
earth's resources

■ Church facilities that are upgraded
to be more energy efficient

■ Purchase of power produced in
ways that do not damage the
environment and which come from
renewable resources.

Program to give the EP&L efforts a running

start. The Community Bank of the Bay is also

providing assistance.

Open to All
Flood notes that Rebuild America is

attractive to the Episcopal Church in part

because of its national reach.

"There are many interesting components

and linkages we're helping the Episcopalian

churches establish,but more important is that

this will become an interfaith effort open to

all denominations -- and it will go national,"

says Flood. "We'll be helping to build the

program model that can be spun off to other

Rebuild America partnerships and to other

church groups.The California Council of

Churches likes the fact that there are over

200 Rebuild America partnerships. They’d

like to link up with an existing network to

successfully spin off this effort."  

For further information, contact Richard

Flood at (510) 644-8546 or by e-mail at

richflood@aol.com.
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