
Unveiling The Energy Star®

Building Label
The ENERGY STAR Building Label gives

Rebuild America partnerships a powerful

new way to recognize top-performing

buildings.

Created by the U.S.Department of Energy

and the U.S.Environmental Protection

Agency,the ENERGY STAR Building Label is

awarded to distinguish commercial and

public buildings that have an indoor

environment that conforms to industry

standards and are among the top 25 percent

nationwide in terms of energy performance.

Two new tools are freely available to help

identify ENERGY STAR buildings – the

Benchmarking Tool and the Statement of

Energy Performance. They can also be used

to help building owners develop an energy

performance baseline,prioritize buildings by

energy performance,measure and verify

energy savings via performance contracts,

and serve as an official statement in building

ownership transactions.

The Internet-based Benchmarking Tool

rates a building’s energy performance on a 0

to 100 scale after users input data about

building size and location,occupancy

patterns,and utility bills. Buildings that

score 75 or greater can qualify as an

ENERGY STAR Building.

The Statement of Energy Performance is

generated by the Benchmarking Tool to

document energy performance and indoor

environment conditions. The indoor

environment conditions are largely based on

industry standards for control of indoor air

pollutants,ventilation,thermal comfort and

illumination levels. When validated by a

licensed Professional Engineer,the Statement

of Energy Performance can be used to apply

for the ENERGY STAR Building Label.

Qualified buildings are

sent the ENERGY STAR

building plaque (above),

which indicates the year and

is inscribed,“The Mark Of Excellence In

Energy Performance.” Qualified buildings are

also listed on the ENERGY STAR Building

Label web site.

The Mark of a 
Quality Building

The ENERGY STAR building label is a way

to add value to buildings that are retrofitted

by Rebuild America partnerships,said

Rebuild America National Manager for

Customer Service Manager Jeff Brown.

“Rebuild America partnerships should

encourage owners of participating buildings

to apply for the ENERGY STAR label,”he

said. “It’s a sign of a high-performing,quality

building – and that can only help their

marketing efforts. Partnership leaders can

use the label as an incentive to draw greater

private sector involvement in their

programs.”

Tom Hicks,EPA program manager for the

ENERGY STAR Building Label,agreed. “The

label can be a significant marketing

advantage for owners of qualified buildings.

In a competitive market,it can help boost

occupancy levels,increase profit margins,

and increase asset value.”

No fees are involved in applying for the

ENERGY STAR Building Label. It is currently

limited to office buildings,but will be

expanded to include schools by year’s end,

followed by the retail and hospitality

industries.

To learn more about the ENERGY STAR

Building Label and access its tools, visit

www.epa.gov/buildinglabel, or call Tom

Hicks at (202) 564-9324.4

Salisbury, NC,
Hoists a Sign of
the Times

“We wanted to start something,”is how Hilary

Edwards explains why her North Carolina

partnership,the Salisbury Housing Authority,put

up six road signs that say, “Welcome To A Rebuild

America Community.”

“When people come to our community,especially

those interested in economic development,we

want them to have something to talk about right off

the bat,”she said. The signs are located on main

roads leading into town,just inside the city limits.

The signs are one of the ways Edwards is

attracting attention to the partnership she leads as

special programs manager for the Authority. The

partnership has begun HVAC retrofits of a 68,000-

square-foot senior housing building,and is working

closely with its partners to ensure maximum savings

from their efforts.Piedmont Natural Gas,for

example,is providing its services and new

equipment for free,and Duke Power is helping to

educate residents to track their energy use.

“We’re really pleased with the collaboration with

the City of Salisbury and all of our partners,”

Edwards said. Now the partnership aims to bring in

three local colleges that have begun expansion and

renovation projects.

“Rebuild America is a philosophy as much as a

program – we like looking for ways to conserve

energy,”she said.

Visitors to Salisbury, NC, are welcomed by the city’s
Rebuild America partnership.


