
The U.S. De p a rtment of Energy (DOE) has
a web site devoted to energy efficiency. Called
the Energy Efficiency and Re n ewable En e r g y
Ne t w o rk (EREN), it is the premier gateway to
h u n d reds of Internet sites focusing on
sustainable energy technologies.

In addition to links, EREN includes
n u m e rous electronic documents produced by
DOE for ve ry diverse audiences, including:

•  educators and consumers;
•  building industry expert s ;
•  utilities and manufacture r s ;
•  government decision makers; and
•  the media.

Visitors to EREN can browse an alphabetical
list of hyperlinks, search the site to locate
specific re s o u rces and fill out the “Ask an
Energy Ex p e rt” form to submit requests to
specialists at EREC (below ) .

Consider EREN your “launch pad” to the
u n i verse of clean energy information in
cyberspace! Check out the website at
h t t p : / / w w w. e re n . d o e . g ov.

Meanwhile, the Energy Efficiency and
Re n ewable Energy Clearinghouse (EREC) is a
superb source of information on re n ew a b l e
forms of energy and ways to use energy more
e f f i c i e n t l y. Funded by DOE, EREC answe r s
questions and supplies information to the
p u b l i c .

Some of the topics that experts at EREC can
help with are: weatherization; energy-efficient
lighting, insulation, windows, and appliances;
and space heating and cooling systems. 

E R E C ’s toll-free number is 800-363-3732,
the fax is 703-893-0400, and the TDD line is
800-273-2957. Requests for information can
also be e-mailed to doe.ere c @ n c i i n c . c o m .

Rebuild Wisconsin  h a s
p a rt n e red with the Wisconsin
Energy Init iat ive 2 (WEI-2) to
begin energy efficiency pro j e c t s .
T h rough a lease-purc h a s e
arrangement, the Cornell School
District financed a $59,000 energy
management system extension. T h e
computer control system, which
regulates the boilers, air handlers,
pumps and fans in the high school,
was upgraded, and new capabilities
added. Also installed we re a new
high-efficiency boiler, T-8 lighting
and water-conserving showe r h e a d s .
“ By upgrading the control system,
the school will better manage its
re s o u rces and save money,” said Scott
Olsen, the    WEI-2 manager for the
state. Begun in 1994, 300 schools are
a part of W E I - 2 .

For more information, contact No rm a n
Ba i r, the Rebuild Wi s c o n s i n
c o o rd i n a t o r, at (608) 266-5827, or 
e-mail bairn @ m a i l . s t a t e . w i . u s .

Rebuild Nebraska h a s
completed an energy audit for the
Mi d west Covenant Home in
St romsburg, Nebraska. The audit of
the 95-bed nursing home, built in
the 1960s, examined the main
building, the newer wings and the
a d m i n i s t r a t o r’s residence on the
p ro p e rt y. Systems targeted for
upgrades include: lighting, the
aluminum-frame single-pane
w i n d ows, the laundry dryer system
and the hot water system. Re b u i l d
Nebraska is also working with the

Nebraska Math & Science In i t i a t i ve
to focus on energy education in
Ne b r a s k a’s high schools. An En e r g y
Week in western Nebraska will
i n vo l ve high school students in
conducting energy audits. Their goal
is ten new Rebuild America part n e r s
in the Nebraska Pa n h a n d l e
c o m m u n i t y.

For more information, contact Ly n n
C h a m b e rlin, the Rebuild Ne b ra s k a

c o o rd i n a t o r, at
(402) 471-2867.

The Rebuild Springf ield
Init iat ive (RSI) has been work i n g
with Western Massachusetts El e c t r i c
Company (WMECo) to install
energy efficiency measures at the City
Hall complex. The 97,000 square
foot complex includes the city’s
a d m i n i s t r a t i ve offices, Sy m p h o n y
Hall and the De p a rtment of Pu b l i c
Wo rks. An energy audit of the
lighting system identified $24,000 in
potential annual savings. The RSI
team is developing a plan to finance
the $70,000 project. Alre a d y,
WMECo will provide a $23,500
i n c e n t i ve, enabling the city to
experience a quick payback of just
under two years. “Ba s i c a l l y, the
savings will pay for the
i m p rovements,” said Dan Walsh, the
RSI coord i n a t o r.

For more information, contact Da n
Walsh at (413) 787-6050.


